ANNEX 2








FINAL DECLARATION


OF THE MINISTERIAL MEETING


OF THE OSLO AND PARIS COMMISSIONS,


21-22 SEPTEMBER 1992








The Ministers responsible for the Protection of the Environment, representing the Governments of:





	the Kingdom of Belgium


	the Kingdom of Denmark


	the Republic of Finland


	the French Republic


	the Federal Republic of Germany


	the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland


	Ireland


	the Republic of Iceland


	the Kingdom of the Netherlands


	the Kingdom of Norway


	the Portuguese Republic


	the Kingdom of Spain


	the Kingdom of Sweden


the Swiss Confederation


the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg





and the representative of the member of the Commission of the European Communities responsible for the Protection of the Environment, representing the Commission of the European Communities.








	-	REAFFIRMING their commitment to the principle of sustainable development; 





	-	RECOGNISING the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic and the Action Plan adopted under it as one of the principal means for taking forward the recommendations of Part B of  the Oceans Chapter of Agenda 21 of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development;





	-	RECOGNISING the contribution made to the protection of the marine environment by other international organisations;





	-	REAFFIRMING their willingness to cooperate in the programmes established within the framework of those organisations;


�



PART I - THE ACHIEVEMENTS  OF THE OSLO AND PARIS COMMISSIONS








	-	CONFIRM their individual and joint commitment to protect the environment of the North East Atlantic and to prevent and eliminate pollution of that environment;





	-	RECOGNISE the importance of the measures taken for the protection of the marine environment of the North East Atlantic over the past two decades within the framework of the Oslo Convention for the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping from Ships and Aircraft, and of the Paris Convention for the Prevention of Marine Pollution from Land-based Sources;





	-	ACKNOWLEDGE in particular the achievement of the Oslo Commission in agreeing to phase out the dumping at sea of industrial wastes and sewage sludge and to terminate the incineration of wastes at sea;





	-	ACKNOWLEDGE in particular the achievement of the Paris Commission in agreeing to phase out the use of hazardous substances such as Polychlorobiphenyls (PCBs), Polychloroterphenyls (PCTs); in establishing reduction programmes, for example for heavy metals, organohalogens, nutrients and oil; and in developing and applying the concepts of best available technology and best environmental practice;





	-	RECOGNISE the importance of the coordinated monitoring programmes established within the framework of the Oslo and Paris Commissions and its achievements in developing a harmonised monitoring methodology;


�
PART II - THE NEW CONVENTION 





	-	EMPHASISE the comprehensive and simplified approach achieved by merging the Oslo and Paris Conventions into a single Convention under which all sources of pollution which may affect the maritime area covered by the Convention can be addressed; 





	-	WELCOME the possibility of addressing matters relating to the protection of the marine environment other than those relating to the prevention and elimination of pollution, and the possibility of taking any necessary measures on these matters by the adoption of new Annexes in the future;





	-	STRESS the importance of the formal adoption in the Convention of:





			the precautionary principle,





			the polluter pays principle,





			the concepts of best available techniques and of best environmental practice, including, where appropriate, clean technology; 





	-	WELCOME the opening up of possibilities for further public participation through the new procedures allowing the public to have access to information;





	-	RECOGNISE the benefit of the contributions by non-governmental organisations to the Commissions' decision-making processes, and therefore express a willingness to intensify their cooperation with such organisations in the work of the new Commission;





	-	STRESS the importance of the arrangements established in the Convention for periodic assessment of the quality of the marine environment of the maritime area;





	-	RECOGNISE the improvement in the decision-making process that will result from the competence of the Commission to take legally binding decisions;





	-	EMPHASISE the importance of the new compliance procedure in ensuring the effectiveness of the measures taken by the Contracting Parties;


 


	-	NOTE that the concept of regionalisation in the protection of the marine environment allows the appropriate measures to be taken according to specific needs;





	-	EMPHASISE that the new Convention extends the scope of the Oslo and Paris Conventions and thereby complements existing international regulations;





�
PART III - PRIORITIES AND OBJECTIVES FOR  FUTURE  WORK





	-	UNDERTAKE to meet periodically, in the first instance, not later than 1997, to assess the progress made under the aegis of the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment in the North East Atlantic and to adapt their strategies on the basis of the results obtained and new priorities which may arise;





	-	ENDORSE the Commissions' Action Plan, UNDERTAKE to carry it forward and INSTRUCT the Commission to adopt specific objectives and timetables for the programmes and measures for the prevention and elimination of pollution by substances, including radioactive substances, on the basis of the priorities set out below:





	-	ESTABLISH a programme for a quality assessment of the marine environment of the maritime area;





	-	AGREE that, as a matter of principle for the whole Convention area, discharges and emissions of substances which are toxic, persistent and liable to bioaccumulate, in particular organohalogen substances, and which could reach the marine environment should, regardless of their anthropogenic source, be reduced, by the year 2000, to levels that are not harmful to man or nature with the aim of their elimination; to this end to implement substantial reductions in those discharges and emissions and where appropriate, to supplement reduction measures with programmes to phase out the use of such substances; and INSTRUCT the Commissions to keep under review what timetables this would require;





	-	AGREE to reduce discharges and emissions of nutrients (phosphorous and nitrogen) to areas where these inputs are likely, directly or indirectly, to cause eutrophication; and to implement agreed measures where these have not yet been put into force; this will include the definition of areas from which discharges and emissions of nutrients have to be reduced and measures ensuring reductions of inputs from all sources including inputs from agriculture, households and industry;





	-	AGREE to take measures aimed at reducing the amount of oil reaching the marine environment from all sources;





	-	INSTRUCT the Commission to ensure that measures are in place to prevent and eliminate pollution from the dumping of wastes that will continue to be permitted;





	-	INVITE States to seek to phase out the dumping of vessels and aircraft as early as possible before 2005;





	-	AGREE to establish programmes of coordinated research to conduct investigations into the presence and effects in the environment of substances that could cause pollution if unchecked;





	-	UNDERTAKE, in order to facilitate their research and monitoring activities in the maritime area, to promote the harmonisation of the procedures for requesting and issuing permits for conducting such activites;





	-	AGREE that the Commission should take forward the commitment of the Contracting Parties to define and apply best available techniques  and  best environmental practice including, where appropriate, clean technology, taking into account the need wherever possible to integrate environmental considerations in all stages of a product from design and production through consumption and use to the final disposal or re-use;





	-	AGREE to encourage those responsible for the design and construction of offshore installations to work towards ensuring that their design and construction does not preclude any environmentally sound disposal option;





	-	DECLARE their willingness to exchange information on ways and means of enforcing the measures adopted under the Convention;





	-	INSTRUCT the Commission to consider developing its role as a central reference point for regional and interregional exchange of information on its activities regarding the protection of the marine environment, and in particular, best available techniques and best environmental practice;





	-	AGREE to initiate exchange of information on research, monitoring, technologies and means of regulation relating to the extraction of sand and gravel resources from the seabed, in order to consider whether to include this activity in the scope of the Convention;


	


	-	RECOGNISE the need to reduce radioactive discharges from nuclear installations to the marine environment and AGREE to work towards further reductions of such discharges by applying BAT.





�



PART IV - INVITATIONS FOR FURTHER ACTION





	-	RECOGNISE the work undertaken by the International Maritime Organisation in the field of marine pollution from shipping and, in particular, INVITE that organisation to resume the work on  wreck removal;





	-	RECOGNISE the work undertaken by the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea and look forward to future cooperation;





	-	TAKE NOTE of the obligation contained in the International Convention on Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-operation, 1990 (OPRC Convention) on the Contracting Parties to that Convention to require that emergency plans are available and INVITE the Contracting Parties to the Bonn Agreement and the Lisbon Agreement to consider whether contingency arrangements to deal with accidental pollution from offshore operations should be introduced into those agreements;





	-	INVITE the Contracting Parties to ratify and to implement the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context (Espoo, 1991) and, within the framework of that Convention, AGREE to strengthen their mutual consultation in order to achieve a better protection of the environment, in particular of the maritime area; 





	-	INVITE States located in catchment areas upstream of the maritime area to accede to the Convention, to ensure better monitoring, prevention and elimination at source of transfrontier land-based pollution carried by the main international rivers;





	-	INVITE States sharing the catchment areas of major rivers entering the maritime area to establish, through bilateral or multilateral cooperation, action programmes for the environmental protection of their waters;





	-	INVITE the Contracting Parties to consider, either individually or jointly, the establishment of specially protected areas;





	-	AGREE to take individually and jointly within the framework of the appropriate international agreements and organisations all appropriate measures with respect to the Convention area to conserve natural habitats and biological diversity, and to protect ecological processes; and





AGREE TO SEEK the entry into force without delay of the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North East Atlantic;





�
PARIS, 22 SEPTEMBER 1992





For the Governments of:





	the Kingdom of Belgium


	the Kingdom of Denmark


	the Republic of Finland


	the French Republic


	the Federal Republic of Germany


	the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland


	the Republic of Iceland


	Ireland


	the Kingdom of the Netherlands


	the Kingdom of Norway


	the Portuguese Republic


	the Kingdom of Spain


	the Kingdom of Sweden


	the Swiss Confederation


	the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg





and the representative of the member of the Commission of the European Communities responsible for the Protection of the Environment, representing the Commission of the European Communities.





