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Appendix 1

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND MONITORING COMMITTEE (ASMO)

1.
The function of the Environmental Assessment and Monitoring Committee (ASMO)* is generally to review the condition of the maritime area, and the overall effectiveness of the measures taken and planned, and provide advice on priorities for action in accordance with Article 6 and Annex IV of the OSPAR Convention, 1992.

2.
The ASMO Committee shall coordinate and keep under review the Joint Monitoring and Environmental Assessment Programme (JAMP) of the Commission and arrange for its implementation. To this end, the ASMO Committee shall:

with regard to monitoring

a.
define, coordinate and keep under review an integrated monitoring programme of the Commission (taking into account methods/results of other national/international programmes), on the basis of the requirements of the Convention, especially those in Annex IV, and of the needs for monitoring specified by the Strategy Committees;

b.
consider and specify the required scientific basis and advise on the effective conduct of monitoring activities (including advice on how, how often, when, where and what to sample and measure);

c.
be responsible for determining questions of quality assurance, intercomparison, sampling, analytical methods, data processing and other matters needed to ensure satisfactory monitoring exercises and agree on relevant procedures and guidelines;

d.
arrange for assembling, from other sources, data and information that meet the required quality assurance standards, as well as knowledge on monitoring techniques and standards;

with regard to assessment

e.
prepare upon the Commission's request:

· environmental assessments of the quality status of the marine environment and of its development, for the maritime area for its regions or sub-regions thereof;

· environmental assessments for themes within the work of the Commission, in particular as contributions to progress assessments for the purposes of the OSPAR Strategies;

and arrange for their publication;

f.
base its environmental assessments on results of monitoring, on research related to monitoring and assessment, and on data and information from other sources;

g.
provide advice to the Commission on, and contribute and respond to, assessments undertaken by other Committees or by fora outside OSPAR;

h.
develop analytical tools and criteria for environmental assessment procedures, and maintain an overview and advise on the development of assessment tools for the purposes of the Strategy Committees and on the coherent conduct of assessments;

i.
contribute to the development of Ecological Quality Objectives under the Strategy on the Protection and Conservation of the Ecosystems and Biological Diversity of the Maritime Area;

with regard to research

j.
encourage Contracting Parties to conduct research programmes aiming at and necessary for the (further) development of environmental monitoring and assessment procedures and, to the extent feasible, coordinate and harmonise such research programmes;
with regard to reporting
k.
based on monitoring and environmental assessment results, advise the Commission on compliance with the Convention, as referred to in Annex 4, Article 1 (2) of the Convention.

3.
Furthermore, the ASMO Committee shall:

a.
report to the Commission on its work, cooperate with the other Committees on issues of joint interest, and advise the Commission on questions remitted to it;

b.
cooperate with or seek advice from, other relevant bodies (eg, AMAP, EEA, EMEP, HELCOM, ICES) as appropriate.

Appendix to ASMO terms of reference

In these terms of reference 

-
in accordance with Article 1(1) of Annex IV to the OSPAR Convention, the word "monitoring" means the repeated measurement of:

a.
the quality of the marine environment and each of its compartments, that is, water, sediments and biota;

b.
activities or natural and anthropogenic inputs which may affect the quality of the marine environment;

c.
the effects of such activities and inputs.

-
the phrase "environmental assessment" means a statement of the whole, or part, of the current knowledge of the health of the environment of a defined maritime area and its coastal margin. A complete statement (that is, a Quality Status Report) includes an analysis of the region's hydrodynamics, chemistry, habitats and biota with an evaluation of man's impact over space and time against this background of natural variability. All aspects of man's influence on the area should be examined including inputs, concentrations and effects of contaminants, nutrients and radioactivity, dumping, transport and the exploitation of biological and non-biological resources. 

Appendix 2

Terms of Reference of the Biodiversity Committee (BDC)

1.
The function of the Biodiversity Committee (BDC) is to facilitate the implementation of the OSPAR Strategy on the Protection and Conservation of the Ecosystems and Biological Diversity of the Maritime Area (Reference number 1998-19) by the OSPAR Commission.

2.
In accordance with the OSPAR Action Plan, BDC shall:

Identification of pressures and their impact on the marine environment
· develop and apply criteria and guidance for the selection and compilation of lists of species and habitats which need to be protected;

· identify and assess:

(i)
actual or potential impacts of human activities on the marine environment;

(ii)
marine areas which have been adversely affected;

· indicate to the Assessment and Monitoring Committee (ASMO) its requirements regarding environmental monitoring and assessments of the status of species and habitats in the maritime area and the likely extent of resources which could be made available for that purpose;

Assessment of the effectiveness of programmes and measures and of the need for and scope of further action

· assess, taking into account advice from ASMO, reports from Contracting Parties on the effectiveness of programmes and measures implemented by them, in particular with regard to the effectiveness in the marine environment and for the protection and conservation of species and habitats or marine protected areas;
· assess the need for and scope of further programmes and measures;
· provide ASMO with its contribution to the preparation of Quality Status Reports for the maritime area or for regions or sub‑regions thereof and review the results;
Development of the basis for programmes and measures
· initiate studies, where appropriate, and keep under review progress of scientific and technical knowledge on marine biodiversity;
· prepare possible options to:

(i)
control the human activities that have an adverse impact on species and habitats;

(ii)
restore marine areas which have been adversely affected;
Development of programmes and measures

· prepare draft Recommendations, Decisions or other programmes and measures (e.g. guidelines), including descriptions of BAT and BEP, with a view to:

(i)
protecting or conserving the ecosystems and biological diversity or components thereof such as certain species, habitats, sites or ecological processes of the marine area;

(ii)
controlling the human activities identified for action, in the light of the above assessments;

(iii)
restoring, where practicable, marine areas which have been adversely affected.

Assessment of the implementation of programmes and measures by Contracting Parties 

· assess compliance of Contracting Parties with agreed programmes and measures.
3.
Furthermore, BDC shall:

a.
cooperate with ASMO  and the Offshore Industry Committee and coordinate its work, and exchange information, with any other Committee as appropriate;

b.
report on its work to the OSPAR Commission and advise the Commission on specific questions related to its work remitted to it by the Commission.

Appendix 3

Terms of Reference of the Eutrophication Committee (EUC)
1.
The function of the Eutrophication Committee (EUC) is to facilitate the implementation of the OSPAR Strategy to Combat Eutrophication (Reference number: 1998-18) by the OSPAR Commission.

2.
In accordance with the OSPAR Action Plan, EUC shall:

Identification of pressures and their impact on the marine environment

· arrange for the further development, implementation and review of the Common Procedure for the identification of the Eutrophication Status of the Maritime Area (reference number: 1997-11);
· indicate to the Assessment and Monitoring Committee (ASMO) and to the Biodiversity Committee (BDC) its requirements regarding environmental monitoring and assessment of the eutrophication status of the maritime area and the likely extent of resources which could be made available for that purpose;
· identify sources of nutrients and arrange for the collection of data and information on direct and diffuse discharges, emissions and losses of nutrients, using harmonised quantification and reporting procedures;
Assessment of the effectiveness of programmes and measures to combat eutrophication and of the need for and scope of further action

· assess reports from Contracting Parties on the effectiveness of programmes and measures implemented by them, in particular with regard to effectiveness at source and, taking into account advice from ASMO and BDC, in the marine environment;
· assess the need for and scope of further programmes and measures, including, as appropriate, further intermediate targets;
· provide ASMO with its contribution to the preparation of Quality Status Reports for the maritime area or for regions or sub‑regions thereof and review the results;
Development of the basis for programmes and measures

· arrange, in cooperation with ASMO and BDC, for the development of tools required to implement the target oriented approach of the Strategy, in particular a procedure to derive ecological quality objectives with regard to eutrophication;

· as the basis for the implementation of the source oriented approach of the Strategy, prepare draft descriptions of best available techniques (BAT) and best environmental practice (BEP) for the identified sectors and activities;
Development of programmes and measures

· prepare draft Recommendations, Decisions or other programmes and measures (e.g. guidelines), including descriptions of BAT and BEP, aiming at combating eutrophication;

· consider draft proposals for ecological quality objectives with regard to eutrophication;

Assessment of the implementation of programmes and measures by Contracting Parties

· prepare guidance on how to assess compliance with agreed programmes and measures;

· assess compliance of Contracting Parties with agreed programmes and measures.
3.
Furthermore, EUC shall:

a.
cooperate with ASMO and BDC, and coordinate its work, and exchange information with any other Committee as appropriate;

b.
report on its work to the OSPAR Commission and advise the Commission on specific questions related to its work remitted to it by the Commission.

Appendix 4

Terms of Reference of the Hazardous Substances Committee (HSC)

1.
The function of the Hazardous Substances Committee (HSC) is to facilitate the implementation of the OSPAR Strategy with regard to Hazardous Substances (Reference number 1998-16) by the OSPAR Commission.

2.
In accordance with the OSPAR Action Plan and bearing in mind the need to focus its work on the substances identified by OSPAR for priority action and to avoid duplication of work on hazardous substances already planned or underway in other international organisations, HSC shall:

Identification of pressures and their impact on the marine environment

· indicate to the Assessment and Monitoring Committee its requirements regarding environmental monitoring and assessment data for hazardous substances and the likely extent of resources which could be made available for that purpose;

· prepare guidance for and contributions to the Assessment and Monitoring Committee regarding:

(i)
the assessment of hazardous substances in the maritime area;

(ii)
the preparation of Quality Status Reports for the maritime area or for regions or sub‑regions thereof;

Assessment of the effectiveness of programmes and measures and of the need for and scope of further action

· assess the effectiveness of the implementation of existing programmes and measures and progress towards meeting the objective of the OSPAR Strategy with regard to Hazardous Substances in accordance with its timefame, on the basis of a review of:
(i)
implementation reports from Contracting Parties;

(ii)
reports prepared under the Assessment and Monitoring Committee as regards (i) inputs to / concentrations in the marine environment and (ii) the quality status of the maritime area;
· arrange, as necessary, for the collection of data and information on point and diffuse discharges, emissions and losses of hazardous substances;
· assess the need for and scope of further programmes and measures on substances / sectors which were already addressed within OSPAR, taking into account, inter alia, the outcome of (i) the implementation of these programmes and measures, (ii) the review of the BAT/BEP provisions set out in them and (iii) the work carried out in other international organisations;

Development of the basis for programmes and measures

· arrange for the further development and periodic review of the dynamic mechanism for the selection and prioritisation of hazardous substances, taking into account issues identified in the course of the development of the DYNAMEC mechanism and the work on hazardous substances carried out within the Assessment and Monitoring Committee and within other international organisations;
· apply (as requested by the Commission) the DYNAMEC mechanism as a basis for preparing proposals for reviewing the OSPAR List of Chemicals for Priority Action;

· initiate, coordinate and guide the preparation of OSPAR background documents on hazardous substances identified by the Commission for priority action

· coordinate (in cooperation with the relevant OSPAR subsidiary bodies) the assessment and regular review of the OSPAR background documents

· prepare draft descriptions of best available techniques (BAT) and best environmental practice (BEP) for identified sectors and activities;

Development of programmes and measures

· prepare draft Recommendations, Decisions or other programmes and measures (e.g. guidelines), including descriptions of BAT and BEP, aiming at a continuous reduction of discharges, emissions and losses of hazardous substances;

Assessment of the implementation of programmes and measures by Contracting Parties

· assess compliance of Contracting Parties with agreed programmes and measures;
3.
Furthermore, HSC shall:

a.
coordinate its work, and exchange information, with:

-
the Assessment and Monitoring Committee and the Offshore Industry Committee and with any other OSPAR subsidiary body as appropriate;

-
other international organisations.

b.
further develop constructive dialogue and cooperation between OSPAR and non-governmental observer organisations;

c.
report on its work to the OSPAR Commission and advise the Commission on specific questions related to its work remitted to it by the Commission.

Appendix 5

Terms of Reference of the Offshore Industry Committee (OIC)

1.
The function of the Offshore Industry Committee (OIC) is to facilitate the implementation of the OSPAR Strategy on Environmental Goals and Management Mechanisms for Offshore Activities (Reference number 1999-12) by the OSPAR Commission.

2.
In accordance with the OSPAR Action Plan, OIC shall:

Identification of pressures and their impact on the marine environment

· establish and periodically review environmental goals and related timeframes for offshore activities;

· arrange for the collection of data and information on discharges, emissions and losses of substances from offshore sources and which cause, or are likely to cause, pollution;

· indicate to the Assessment and Monitoring Committee (ASMO) its requirements regarding assessments of the impact of offshore activities on the marine environment and the likely extent of resources which could be made available for that purpose, and review the results of this work;

· assess, after consultation with the Biodiversity Committee, the potential adverse effects, other than pollution resulting from emissions, discharges and losses of substances, of offshore activities on the ecosystems and biological diversity of the maritime area;

Assessment of the effectiveness of programmes and measures and of the need for and scope of further action

· assess reports from Contracting Parties on the effectiveness of programmes and measures implemented by them, in particular with regard to the effectiveness at source and in the marine environment;
· assess the need for and scope of further programmes and measures;

· provide ASMO with its contribution to the preparation of Quality Status Reports for the maritime area or for regions or sub‑regions thereof and review the results;

Development of the basis for programmes and measures

· initiate technical studies, where appropriate, and keep under review progress of scientific and technical knowledge related to offshore activities;

· prepare draft descriptions of best available techniques (BAT) and best environmental practice (BEP) for offshore activities;

Development of programmes and measures

· prepare draft Recommendations, Decisions or other programmes and measures (e.g. guidelines), including descriptions of BAT and BEP, with a view to:

(i)
controlling the use and reduction of discharges of offshore chemicals;

(ii)
controlling discharges, emission and losses of chemicals identified by OSPAR as being Chemicals for Priority Action; 

(iii)
reducing discharges of oil and of radioactive substances;

· prepare, in the light of the assessment above and after consultation with the Biodiversity Committee, programmes and measures:

(i)
to protect the ecosystems and biological diversity of the maritime area against potential adverse effects, other than pollution, arising from offshore activities;

(ii)
to restore, where practicable, marine areas which have been adversely affected by offshore activities;
Assessment of the implementation of programmes and measures by Contracting Parties

· assess compliance of Contracting Parties with agreed programmes and measures.
3.
Furthermore, OIC shall:

a.
coordinate its work, and exchange information, with the Assessment and Monitoring Committee, the Biodiversity Committee, the Hazardous Substances Committee and with any other Committee as appropriate;

b.
report on its work to the OSPAR Commission and advise the Commission on specific questions related to its work remitted to it by the Commission.

Appendix 6

Terms of Reference of the Radioactive Substances Committee (RSC)

1.
The function of the Radioactive Substances Committee (RSC) is to facilitate the implementation of the OSPAR Strategy with regard to Radioactive Substances (Reference number 1998-17) by the OSPAR Commission.

2.
In accordance with the OSPAR Action Plan and taking into account all recommendations and methodologies, as well as legally binding documents, that have been developed in other international fora, and which are relevant to the OSPAR Strategy with regard to Radioactive Substances, RSC shall:

Identification of pressures and their impact on the marine environment

· develop and periodically review environmental quality criteria for the protection of the marine environment from adverse effects of radioactive substances and apply these and other relevant criteria to identify and prioritise radioactive substances and/or human activities which give rise for concern about their radiological impact;

· prepare, taking into account advice from the Assessment and Monitoring Committee (ASMO), assessments of the quality status of the maritime area with regard to radioactive substances;

· arrange for the collection of data and information on anthropogenic discharges, emissions and losses of man-made and natural occurring radioactive substances and, taking into account advice from ASMO, of environmental concentrations of such substances;

Assessment of the effectiveness of programmes and measures and of the need for and scope of further action

· assess reports from Contracting Parties on the effectiveness of programmes and measures implemented by them, in particular with regard to the effectiveness at source and in the marine environment;
· assess the need for and scope of further programmes and measures;

· provide ASMO with its contribution to the preparation of Quality Status Reports for the maritime area or for regions or sub‑regions thereof and review the results;

Development of the basis for programmes and measures

· initiate technical studies, where appropriate, and keep under review progress of scientific and technical knowledge;

· prepare draft descriptions of best available techniques (BAT) and best environmental practice (BEP) for identified sources of man-made and natural occurring radioactive substances;

Development of programmes and measures

· prepare draft Recommendations, Decisions or other programmes and measures (e.g. guidelines), including descriptions of BAT and BEP, aiming at a progressive and substantial reduction of discharges, emissions and losses of radioactive substances;

Assessment of the implementation of programmes and measures by Contracting Parties

· assess compliance of Contracting Parties with agreed programmes and measures.
3.
Furthermore, RSC shall:

a.
coordinate its work, and exchange information, with the Assessment and Monitoring Committee and with any other Committee as appropriate;

b.
report on its work to the OSPAR Commission and advise the Commission on specific questions related to its work remitted to it by the Commission.

*	Based upon agreements of the OSPAR Commission in 2000 and 2001 (see Summary Records OSPAR 00/20/1, Annex 24 and, for changes to the Terms of Reference of the Biodiversity Committee only, OSPAR 01/18/1, § 6.4) 


* 	See Appendix for definitions of "monitoring" and "environmental assessment" for the purposes of these terms of reference.
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