Other agreements of OSPAR with respect to risk assessment for the marine environment

(reference numbers: 2002-19 and 2003-20)

Extract of the Summary Record of OSPAR 2003 (OSPAR 03/17/1)

Common EU/OSPAR approach on risk assessment methodology for the marine environment

6.19
OSPAR noted that the EC had published a revised Technical Guidance Document on Risk Assessment (TGD). This TGD included Chapter 4 “Environmental Risk Assessment – Marine” which was a revised version of a draft common EU/OSPAR approach on risk assessment methodology for the marine environment that had been presented to OSPAR 2002.

6.20
OSPAR agreed:

a. to approve the chapter 4 of the TGD as the common EU/OSPAR approach on risk assessment methodology for the marine environment (reference number: 2003-20);

b. that the Secretariat should make arrangements to create an appropriate link
 between the OSPAR and the European Chemicals Bureau web sites, so that visitors to the OSPAR web site can gain easy access to the common EU/OSPAR approach.

Extract of the Summary Record of OSPAR 2002 (OSPAR 02/21/1)

7.17
OSPAR then considered document OSPAR 02/7/5, which set out further guidance on the role of marine risk assessment within the framework of the OSPAR Strategy with regard to Hazardous Substances.  OSPAR agreed that:

a.
this further guidance was in principle acceptable as a useful complement to the common EU/OSPAR marine risk assessment methodology;

b.
when agreement was reached on the final text of the common EU/OSPAR marine risk assessment methodology
, this further guidance at Annex 6 (reference number: 2002-19)
 should also be regarded as having been adopted by OSPAR. Both it and the common EU/OSPAR risk assessment methodology should be used as tools in the development of background documents on chemicals identified for priority action;

c.
SPS 2004 should be asked to review the application of this further guidance, taking account, in particular, of developments on the new EU Chemicals Policy, and any further relevant developments. 

�	"4. Environmental Risk Assessment - Marine" can be found in Part II, chapter 3, of the Technical Guidance Document in support of Commission Directive 93/67/EEC on Risk Assessment for new notified substances, Commission Regulation (EC) No 1488/94 on Risk Assessment for existing substances and Directive 98/8/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning the placing of biocidal products on the market. This can be viewed and downloaded from the web site of the European Chemicals Bureau: http://ecb.jrc.it/existing-chemicals/


� 	As agreed by OSPAR 2003, see above


�	This agreement is attached
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