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Agreement for Further Work in relation to the DYNAMEC Mechanism
(Reference number: 2005-10)

Introduction

1.
The OSPAR Hazardous Substances Strategy provided for the development of a dynamic selection and prioritisation mechanism to select the hazardous substances to be given priority in OSPAR work.  The mechanism (the DYNAMEC mechanism) was developed and used for the initial selection and prioritisation of the OSPAR List of Chemicals for Priority Action.  The Provisional Instruction Manual briefly described the procedures for the further application of the DYNAMEC mechanism.

2.
Now that OSPAR has finalised the initial selection and prioritisation of substances, and taking account of progress within the European Community on work with the priority substances under the Water Framework Directive and the development of an EC Chemicals Strategy and a European Marine Strategy, OSPAR has agreed that it should only continue to address substances that raise concern for the marine environment when these are not addressed under the relevant EC initiatives.

3.
This agreement therefore focuses on the further processes on the selection of substances.  The requirements for this are: 

(a)
to consider new information on substances already on the List of Substances of Possible Concern;

(b)
to consider information on new substances not addressed under relevant EC initiatives and decide whether they should be added to the List of Substances of Possible Concern;

(c)
to consider information on substances proposed for addition to the List of Substances of Possible Concern via the safety net procedure.

4.
The background for this agreement is that OSPAR will not, for the time being, take any new initiatives for prioritisation and ranking of substances.

A.
POINTS OF DEPARTURE

5.
In future, the main body of work on selection and prioritisation of hazardous substances should be carried out under the relevant EC initiatives
.

6.
OSPAR should not, for the time being, carry out a further systematic review of chemical substances in order to select and prioritise chemicals for priority action.  In particular, there should, for the time being, be no re-run of DYNAMEC.

7.
In principle, OSPAR should retain the option to work on specific hazardous substances not covered within the EC framework which are assessed as being of concern for the marine environment.

8.
It is the task of HSC to maintain the DYNAMEC mechanism, and more specifically: 

a.
to maintain the List of Substances of Possible Concern, the ranked list(s) of substances of possible concern; and 

b.
to provide advice to the OSPAR Commission - on the Commission’s specific request - on further substances to be selected for priority action.

9.
It is furthermore the task of HSC to pursue generally the implementation of the OSPAR Hazardous Substances Strategy and to consider how the mix of OSPAR, EC and other initiatives are working together to deliver the objectives of that strategy within its timeframe.  In this work, HSC and its subordinate bodies should ensure that:

a.
they make the fullest possible use of material developed by the EC or other relevant international forums; and

b.
they do not re-examine issues on which a conclusion has been reached in EC work, unless there is clear evidence that some aspect which is important for the marine environment has been overlooked.  

10.
In principle, it is for the relevant industries (producers, formulators and downstream users) to provide reliable information on substances, to validate information and to produce draft fact sheets for hazardous substances. Furthermore, industry should guarantee public access to information on hazards and risks of substances and public participation in assessing and classifying substances. Since industry is gradually taking up these responsibilities, and actions for this purpose are being undertaken in other forums, it is not now appropriate for OSPAR to adopt any measures in this field.

11.
Fact sheets for all substances on the List of Substances of Possible Concern are available on the OSPAR website. These contain all relevant and available information on identification of the substance, PBT
 characteristics, indication which PBT information has been used for the initial selection, production volumes, use patterns, remarks made by OSPAR and its subordinate bodies and its current ranking – that is, whether it has been prioritised for the purposes of the OSPAR Hazardous Substances Strategy.   Confidential information is not presented on these fact sheets.

12.
Furthermore, formats for the provision of additional information (including guidance setting out criteria e.g. for selecting substances under the Safety Net Procedure, reference number 2002-10) are available on the OSPAR website.

13.
In order to carry out its work programme, HSC has re-constituted the Informal Group of DYNAMEC Experts (IGE) with the following terms of reference: 

To review proposals for the exclusion of substances from the OSPAR List of Substances of Possible Concern and the inclusion in that list of substances proposed under the “safety net”, in accordance with the procedures described below. 

14.
Meetings of the IGE will be arranged as necessary. The aim will be to do this in conjunction with the preparation of the meetings of HSC. The procedures described below assume that this can be done. If a meeting of IGE at some other time is desirable, in order to avoid unreasonable delay in modifying the publicly available List of Substances of Possible Concern and the associated fact sheets under the procedures described below, the outcome of the work of the IGE may be endorsed by a written procedure of HSC.

B.
SELECTION OF SUBSTANCES

I.
Procedure for considering new information on substances already on the List of Substances of Possible Concern 

15.
Contracting Parties, observers (industry and other NGOs) and the general public can submit any relevant additional information on substances of possible concern. Amended or additional information should be submitted using the original fact sheet (to be downloaded from the OSPAR website) indicated with revision marks.

16.
Amended fact sheets (including supporting information on original test reports or publications) should be sent in electronic form to the Secretariat not later than 8 weeks before the meeting of HSC.

17.
The Secretariat should send them to the IGE not later than 7 weeks before the meeting of HSC.

18.
The IGE should examine the comments made (mainly on the technical issues) and should prepare advice to HSC for consideration whether the provided information was of acceptable accuracy. Furthermore, the IGE should indicate any consequent adjustments to the List of Substances of Possible Concern (deselecting of a substance) or the List of Chemicals for Priority Action (prioritising a substance for action) and the reasons for such adjustments. The IGE should preferably work by e-mail correspondence but may meet in a face-to-face meeting.

19.
The IGE should report on the outcome of its work to HSC. A report of the IGE should be sent to the Secretariat for submission to HSC not later than 3 weeks before the HSC meeting.

20.
HSC should examine the advice of the IGE and decide on any adjustments on the information on the fact sheets and any adjustments on the List of Substances of Possible Concern.

21.
In accordance with the agreements reached at HSC, the Secretariat should publish any revised fact sheets and the List of Substances of Possible Concern on the OSPAR website not later than 3 weeks after the HSC meeting.  Any proposal for a change in the List of Chemicals for Priority Action should be referred to OSPAR for decision. 

II.
Procedure for selecting new substances of possible concern (using the intrinsic criteria in the initial selection/PBT)

22.
There is general consensus that OSPAR would only be justified in selecting and prioritising further substances which are being introduced newly onto the market if those substances give rise to concern for the marine environment, and are not being addressed in the EC. Where such a justification is established, follow‑up action should be organised case by case, using a lead-country approach. 

23.
Where:

a.
a substance is not being addressed under one of the EC initiatives; and 

b.
a Contracting Party or observer has evidence suggesting that this substance raises concern for the marine environment, because either the PBT characteristics of the substance meet the agreed PBT criteria or the substances give rise to equivalent levels of concern,

that Contracting Party or observer should present that evidence to HSC and, on the basis of HSC advice, OSPAR should assess whether to select and prioritise that substance for priority action under the Hazardous Substances Strategy.   The following procedure should be followed.

24.
Contracting Parties and observers should present such evidence by submitting a filled-in fact sheet for any substance not yet on the List of Substances of Possible Concern, by using the format for fact sheets (to be downloaded from the OSPAR website). 

25.
Fact sheets (including supporting information of original test reports or publications) should be sent in electronic form to the Secretariat not later than 8 weeks before the HSC meeting.

26.
The Secretariat should send them to the IGE not later than 7 weeks before the HSC meeting.

27.
The IGE should examine the accuracy of the information on the fact sheets and should prepare advice to HSC for consideration whether the substances should, or should not be added to the List of Substances of Possible Concern. The IGE should preferably work by e-mail correspondence but could meet in a face-to-face meeting.

28.
The IGE should report on the outcome of its work to HSC. A report of the IGE should be sent to the Secretariat for submission to HSC not later than 3 weeks before the HSC meeting.

29.
HSC should examine the advice of the IGE and decide on the accuracy of the proposed fact sheets and any adjustments to be made to the List of Substances of Possible Concern.

30.
In accordance with the agreements reached at HSC, the Secretariat should publish the fact sheets on the OSPAR website and adjust the List of Substances of Possible Concern not later than 3 weeks after the HSC meeting.

III.
Procedure for selecting substances already on the market through the Safety Net Procedure

31.
The same general approach as for new substances should be adopted for substances which are already on the market but which are believed to be of equivalent concern to substances meeting the PBT criteria, even though they do not meet all those criteria.  The procedure for doing so is referred to as the Safety Net Procedure.   Guidance on How to Apply the Safety Net Procedure for the Inclusion of Substances in the List of Substances of Possible Concern is on the OSPAR website (reference number: 2002-10).

32.
The detailed procedure should be parallel to that described in Section II.

C.
RANKING OF SUBSTANCES

IV.
Procedure for re-ranking the substances on the List of Substances of Possible Concern

33.
There is general consensus that a re-run of DYNAMEC and re-ranking of the List of Substances of Possible Concern is not currently appropriate.   

D.
PRIORITISATION OF SUBSTANCES

V.
Recommendations with respect to priority substances

34.
OSPAR should not, for the time being, carry out a further systematic review of chemical substances in order to select and prioritise chemicals for priority action.  

35.
Nevertheless, any follow-up action under paragraph 22 may include consideration of prioritising the substance.
� 	The relevant EC initiatives include the Combined Monitoring and Prioritisation System (COMMPS) procedure used for the purposes of the EC Water Framework Directive, the EC Existing Substances Regulation, the EC Interim PBT Strategy and the EC Registration, Evaluation and Authorisation of Chemicals (REACH) procedure for the purposes of the EC Chemicals Strategy, together with the EC Directives on cosmetics, pesticides, pharmaceuticals, veterinary medicines, and biocides.


�	Persistence, liability to bioaccumulate and toxicity.
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