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Coating Systems Containing PAH

OSPAR 97/4/5

4.23
OSPAR examined, but did not adopt, a draft PARCOM Recommendation for Reducing and Eliminating the Input of PAH into the Maritime Area Related to Two-Component Coating Systems Containing PAH (OSPAR 97/4/5). However, Contracting Parties reaffirmed the need for action in relation to polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) in the light of the facts that: 

a.
some PAHs were persistent, toxic to some aquatic organisms and liable to bioaccumulate;

b.
some PAHs could influence the development of liver tumours in several fish species and there were reasonable grounds for concern that some may adversely affect the reproductive processes in fish and other aquatic organisms;

c.
consequently OSPAR had adopted the objective of developing measures to make significant reductions of anthropogenic inputs of the order of 50% or more between 1985 and 2000 from all sources of PAHs of concern to the marine environment.

4.24
OSPAR noted that the sources of PAHs in the marine environment appeared to vary significantly between different areas of the maritime area and that it was essential to identify the major sources so that they could be addressed. Nevertheless, the use of “two-component coating systems”, in which one of the components is based on preparations from coal tar pitch and coal tar distillates, had been identified as a source of PAHs in the marine environment of certain areas. It was therefore appropriate to address this source while work continued to identify and address other, more significant, sources particularly as less environmentally hazardous coating systems, not containing PAHs or coal tar, were available for applications intended to protect surfaces against damage from ambient influences, such as damage by water.

4.25
OSPAR concluded that, taking into account the definitions as at Annex 15, policy with regard to two-component coating systems containing PAHs should be based on the following principles:

a.
two-component coating systems should not be used for new protective coatings;

b.
there was no need to remove existing coatings resulting from the application of two-component coating systems;

c.
nevertheless, when such coatings were removed, the removal should be carried out, and the resulting material disposed of, in a manner which was environmentally sound, and safe for the public and those involved in the work.

4.26
OSPAR requested all Contracting Parties to pursue the speedy implementation of this policy in the manner most appropriate within their respective legal and administrative systems and, in particular, invited the European Commission to bring forward proposals as soon as possible within the framework of EC Directive 76/769/EEC. OSPAR further invited Contracting Parties to report to OSPAR in the year 2000 in accordance with the Standard Implementation Reporting and Assessment Procedure, 1997 (cf. Annex 10) on what had been done, so that OSPAR could consider what further action was required.

4.27
The EC delegation informed OSPAR that the detailed content and timing of a proposal from the European Commission would be determined by the outcome of work currently underway under Council Regulation 793/93/EEC.

4.28
Finally, OSPAR invited the Contracting Parties who were members of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) to consider how to prepare an appropriate proposal to be presented to IMO to address pollution by PAHs originating from ships.

4.29
The Icelandic and Norwegian delegations recorded the view of Iceland and Norway that it would have been preferable to adopt a PARCOM Recommendation by OSPAR 1997 to address this question.

ANNEX 15

(Ref. §4.25)

OSLO AND PARIS CONVENTIONS FOR THE PREVENTION OF MARINE POLLUTION

JOINT MEETING OF THE OSLO AND PARIS COMMISSIONS (OSPAR)

BRUSSELS: 2-5 SEPTEMBER 1997

________________________________________________________________________________

Definitions related to OSPAR’s Policy with regard to

Two-Component Coating Systems Containing PAHs

a.
"Two-component coating system containing PAH" means a coating system containing PAH that has been prepared just before use/application by mixing two substances/preparations.

b.
"Coating systems containing PAH" means preparations of coal tar pitch and coal tar distillates originating from coal processing residues and in which the PAH concentrations exceed the following values:



(i)
for individual substances:

substance
CAS number
value (mg/kg)

anthracene
120-12-7
150

phenanthrene
85-01-8
500

fluoranthene
206-44-0
150



and/or,



(ii)
50 mg/kg for the sum of the following substances:

substance
CAS number

chrysene
218-01-9

benz(a)anthracene
56-55-3

benzo(a)pyrene
50-32-8

benzo(k)fluoranthene
207-08-9

indeno(1,2,3-cd)pyrene
193-39-5

benzo(ghi)perylene
191-24-2

