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PRINCIPLES AND METHODOLOGY OF THE JOINT MONITORING PROGRAMME


PARAMETERS

1.
Mandatory parameters

1.1
Following the decision of the Commissions at their Seventh Joint Meeting (Brussels, 1985) (OSPAR 7/12/1, §2.6) the following list constitutes the mandatory parameters included in the JMP.

Compartment


Parameters

Organisms


Hg, Cd, Cu, Zn, Pb, PCBs and, on a voluntary basis, gamma-HCH

Seawater


Hg, Cd, Cu, Zn

Sediments


Hg, Cd, Cu, Zn, Pb, and, on a voluntary basis, PCBs and gamma-HCH

2.
Voluntary parameters

2.1
In addition to the parameters formally included in the JMP, the Commissions have encouraged Contracting Parties to monitor concentration levels of specified parameters on a voluntary basis.  At their Eleventh Joint Meeting (Dublin, 1989), the Commissions agreed that additional monitoring data submitted on a voluntary basis should be input to the JMP databank and taken into account by the Ad Hoc Working Group on Monitoring in its periodic assessments of the JMP data, provided that the data have been collected in accordance with the relevant guidelines (OSPAR 11/16/1, §8.8).

2.2
The following  substances have all been identified by the JMG and the Commissions as suitable parameters to monitor on a voluntary basis:

Metals and metalloids:

nickel; chromium (OSPAR 7/12/1, §2.11)

arsenic (OSPAR 8/10/1, §2.14)

organo-tin compounds (OSPAR 8/10/1, §2.18.1)

Organics


HCB; dieldrin, DDE; TDE; DDT (OSPAR 7/12/1, §2.11)





phthalate esters (OSPAR 8/10/1, §2.18.2)





chlorophenols (OSPAR 8/10/1, §2.18.3)





triazines (OSPAR 10/11/1, §2.19)
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3.
Analysis and quantification of PCBs
3.1
At their Eighth Joint Meeting (Madrid, 1986) (OSPAR 8/10/1, §2.15) the Commissions endorsed JMG's recommendation that Contracting Parties should follow the following advice in their analysis and quantification of PCBs in biota:

.l
to quantify the following congeners in the first instance: IUPAC nos. 28, 52, 101, 118, 153, 138, 180;

.2
when appropriate, and depending on the sample sources, the following additional congeners should also be quantified: IUPAC nos. 18, 31, 44, 66/95, 110, 149, 187, 170.
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