Disposal of pipes, metal shavings and other material resulting from offshore hydrocarbons exploration and exploitation operations.

Recommendation adopted by the Commission at its Fourth Meeting (Paris, 1977) (OSCOM (77) 41, § 107) and Annex VI).

The implementation of this Recommendation was reviewed by SACSA in 1989. The conclusion was that although all Contracting Parties concerned have introduced regulations to implement the Recommendation, it was not clear to what extent it was being complied with by the offshore operators. The Commission agreed at its Fifteenth Meeting (Dublin, 1989) that SACSA should review the situation in 1992 when it was hoped that the Contracting Parties concerned would be able to report on the actual situation on the seabed (OSCOM 15/11/1, § 6.31).

DISPOSAL OF PIPES, METAL SHAVINGS AND OTHER MATERIAL RESULTING FROM OFF-SHORE HYDROCARBONS EXPLORATION AND EXPLOITATION OPERATIONS

The representatives of the Parties to the Oslo Convention,

MINDFUL that fishing activities are hampered by disposal or abandonment of pipes, metal shavings and other material resulting from activities related to the exploration for and exploitation of hydrocarbons, including the activities of vessels engaged in work related to such exploration and exploitation,

CONSIDERING that it is in the common interest of States concerned with the same sea area to protect fisheries from such nuisances,

TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION the resolution of the Parties to the Oslo Convention made at the third meeting of the Commission in Dublin in October 1976 that the disposal of pipes, metal shavings and other material, which may present a serious obstacle to fishing or navigation, (cf. Annex II 1(b) of the Convention), and which result from off-shore hydrocarbons exploration and exploitation operations, should be regarded as acts of deliberate disposal pursuant to Article 19, and thus falls under the scope of the Oslo Convention,

RECOMMEND:

1.
That the governments of the Contracting Parties take all possible steps in order to reduce the dumping of bulky waste from such activities into the sea.

2.
That the governments of the Contracting Parties pay particular attention to the enforcement of laws and regulations pertaining to the prevention of intentional or accidental disposal of bulky waste from off-shore hydrocarbons exploration and exploitation onto the sea bottom.

3.
That the governments of the Contracting Parties controlling activities related to the off-shore exploration for or exploitation of hydrocarbons adopt legislation, regulations or other means to ensure compliance to the principles laid down in the Annex to this recommendation which forms an integral part of the recommendation.

RECOMMENDED MEASURES TO AVOID THE DUMPING AT SEA OF BULKY WASTE FROM OFF-SHORE OIL ACTIVITIES

1.
(Application)

This recommendation applies to the disposal of bulky waste resulting from off-shore oil activity in the area defined in art. 2 of the Oslo Convention.

2.
(Definitions)

In this recommendation, the following terms are defined as follows:

a)
Bulky waste:

Pipes, metal shavings, scrap metal, containers and other material liable to sink to the sea bottom and present an obstacle to fishing activities.

b)
Off-shore oil activity:

All operations connected to the exploration for and exploitation of hydrocarbons such as drilling, production, laying of pipelines, traffic of supply-boats and other related activities.

c)
Licensee:

Anyone who has been granted by the appropriate national authority, one or more licences for the drilling, production, treatment, storage, shipment and/or pipeline transportation of petroleum on the seabed and substrata of the continental shelf.

3.
(Dumping)

No bulky waste shall be dumped without a specific permit in each case from the appropriate national authority or authorities. This provision shall not apply in case of force majeure due to stress of weather or any other cause when the safety of human life or vessel is threatened.

All reasonable measures are to be taken to avoid the accidental loss of bulky waste at sea.

4.
(Storage, transportation and marking of waste)

Platforms, ships and other vessels involved in off-shore oil activity are to be equipped with sufficient container and storage capacity for retaining bulky waste on board until it can be transported to shore without the danger of losing the waste.

Bulky waste is to be stored and transported in containers unless the objects are unsuitable for such storage and transportation. Containers in use are to be fitted with lids and properly marked with the licensee’s name. Objects unsuitable for container-storage and transportation are to be marked correspondingly in such a way that the licensee’s identity is distinct even after long-time exposure to salt-water.

5.
(Registration and control of waste transports)

Waste transports are to be registered on the installation, on the ship or vessel delivering the waste and by the transporter. The registration shall include the number of containers and waste-units delivered and transported, date, destination and name of the transporting vessel. The registration shall also include a description of waste-units which are not transported in containers.

Loss of bulky waste being transported, shall immediately be reported to the national authority.

6.
(Inspections and clean-up)

The licensee shall undertake inspection of the seabed around the drilling site when abandoning a well, or when having completed pipelaying operations.

If after such inspection bulky waste is discovered, or in other cases where bulky waste on the seabed originates from the off-shore oil activity of specific licensees, the licensee is to remove such waste which might cause harm to fishing interests.

� Measure ‘set aside’ – see OSPAR 10/23/1, Annex 5





