OSCOM RECOMMENDATION 86/1

of 11 June 1986

CONCERNING THE CONTROL OF THE EXECUTION
OF DUMPING OPERATIONS AT SEA

The COMMISSION has agreed the following Recommendations for the control of the execution of dumping operations at sea:

1.
The control of the composition and quantity of wastes dumped at sea shall in principle be carried out by the country of origin of the waste.

2.
If transfrontier movement of wastes takes place, Contracting Parties shall inform each other as far as possible in order to promote an adequate control of the composition and quantity of the waste.

3.
Liquid industrial wastes
3.1
Recurrent independent checks should be made on the operational records of the vessel to ensure that dumping is carried out in accordance with permit conditions.

3.2
Parameters to be checked should depend upon the origin of the waste.

3.3
Taking into account 3.2 recurrent checks should be carried out by appropriate authorities:

-
for all Annex I heavy metals;

-
for all Annex II heavy metals (excluding arsenic, if it cannot be expected from the origin of the waste);

-
for the main chemical components of the waste, even if not listed in the Annexes to the Convention, in accordance with the requirements of Annex III;

-
for organohalogen compounds only if knowledge of the production process indicates that organohalogen compounds could be present.

4.
Solid industrial wastes
4.1
Parameters to be checked should depend upon the origin of the waste.

4.2
Taking into account 4.1 recurrent checks of the waste should be made - if appropriate - to ensure that unlicensed materials are not present.

5.
Sewage sludge
5.1
Recurrent checks should be carried out by appropriate authorities:

-
for all Annex I heavy metals;

-
for all Annex II heavy metals (excluding arsenic);

-
for organochlorine compounds on a selective basis depending on the source of the sewage sludge.

6.
Dredged spoils
6.1
Advice on the dumping of dredged material, including provisions relating to the chemical testing of such materials, is contained in the Oslo Commission Guidelines on the Disposal of Dredged Material.

7.
Recurrent checks on the dumping vessel, in order to control whether the conditions laid down in the permit are fulfilled (e.g. required dilution, control devices), shall be carried out by the appropriate authorities. If another Contracting Party has also issued a permit for the same waste, the checks shall be carried out in close cooperation with the Contracting Party concerned.

