PARCOM RECOMMENDATION 88/2 OF 17 JUNE 1988 ON THE REDUCTION

IN INPUTS OF NUTRIENTS TO THE PARIS CONVENTION AREA*
THE PARIS COMMISSION

1. Concerned about the alarming algal blooms in the Skagerrak and Kattegat in the Spring of 1988 which resulted in widespread and serious damage to the marine environment;

2.
Commends those Contracting Parties most affected for the information provided and the actions they have already taken;

3.
Noting that it was agreed at the Ninth Meeting of the Paris Commission (Cardiff, 1-3 June 1987) that the special Working Group which will meet in 1989 to Review the Annexes to the Oslo and Paris Conventions should discuss whether to include nutrients in the Annexes to the Convention;

4.
Noting the Declaration of the Second International Conference on the Protection of the North Sea (London, November 1987) on the reduction of the inputs of nutrients to the North Sea;

5.
Noting the conclusions of the Karlskrona Conference on the Health of the Seas (7 9 June 1988);

6.
Recognizing that discussions on the problems of nutrients are currently taking place in the EEC, the Nordic Council of Ministers and the Helsinki Commission;

7.
Recognizing that the area covered by the Paris Convention is very diverse and that some zones are not at present considered to be affected by pollution from nutrient inputs;

8.
Recognizing the urgent need for effective national and international programmes and measures to reduce nutrient inputs into areas where these inputs are likely, directly or indirectly, to cause pollution;

AGREES TO RECOMMEND THAT CONTRACTING PARTIES:

9.
take effective national steps in order to reduce nutrient inputs into areas where these inputs are likely, directly or indirectly, to cause pollution;

10.
aim to achieve a substantial reduction (of the order of 50%) in inputs of phosphorus and nitrogen into these areas between 1985 and 1995, or earlier if possible;

11.
prepare through the Working Group on Nutrients for discussion by the Commission:

.1
an overview of those regions within the Convention area where inputs of nutrients are likely, directly or indirectly, to cause pollution;

.2
assessments of the action plans prepared by Contracting Parties who signed the Declaration of the Second International Conference on the Protection of the North Sea;

.3
co-ordinated programmes and measures for the reduction of inputs of nutrients to the regions identified from municipal treatment plants, agriculture, fish farming, industry, combustion plants and vehicles;

.4
a list of contact points which should be used for immediate notification of such incidents as abnormal algal blooms;

12.
encourage specific R & D programmes to promote the development of techniques for reducing discharges of nutrients from all sources.

* Reservation from Luxembourg. Reservation lifted at the OSPAR Commission meeting in 2003 (Bremen).








