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OSPAR CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT OF THE NORTH-EAST ATLANTIC

MEETING OF THE OSPAR COMMISSION (OSPAR)

BREMEN: 23 - 27 JUNE 2003

OSPAR Recommendation 2003/3 on a Network of 

Marine Protected Areas
RECALLING Article 2(1) of the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North East Atlantic (“ the OSPAR Convention”),

RECALLING Annex V to the OSPAR Convention on the protection and conservation of the ecosystems and biological diversity of the maritime area, and in particular its Article 3(1)(b)(ii), which makes it a duty of the OSPAR Commission to develop means, consistent with international law, for instituting protective, conservation, restorative or precautionary measures related to specific areas or sites or related to specific species or habitats, together with its Article 4, which provides that no programme or measure concerning a question relating to the management of fisheries shall be adopted under that Annex, 

RECALLING the commitment made in the Sintra Statement, adopted by the Ministerial Meeting of the OSPAR Commission at Sintra, Portugal, on 22-23 July 1998, that the OSPAR Commission will promote the establishment of a network of marine protected areas to ensure the sustainable use and protection and conservation of marine biological diversity and its ecosystems, and

RECALLING the declaration on sustainable development of the European Council, meeting at Gothenburg, Sweden, in June 2001, together with the parallel commitments of Iceland, Norway and Switzerland, 

RECALLING the commitment from the report of the World Summit on Sustainable Development (Johannesburg, September 2002) to promote the conservation and management of the oceans through actions at all levels, giving due regard to the relevant international instruments to develop and facilitate the use of diverse approaches and tools, including the ecosystem approach, the elimination of destructive fishing practices, the establishment of marine protected areas consistent with international law and based on scientific information, including representative networks by 2012 and time/area closures for the protection of nursery grounds and periods, proper coastal land use and watershed planning and the integration of marine and coastal areas management into key sectors,
NOTING that the OSPAR Commission will develop and evaluate by 2010 an ecologically coherent network of well managed marine protected areas in the maritime area,

The Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic RECOMMEND:

1.
Definitions

1.1
For the purpose of this Recommendation:

“the identification and selection guidelines” means the Guidelines for the Identification and Selection of Marine Protected Areas in the OSPAR Maritime Area, adopted by the OSPAR Commission on 27 June 2003.

“the management guidelines” means the Guidelines for the Management of Marine Protected Areas in the OSPAR Maritime Area adopted by the OSPAR Commission on 27 June 2003.

“marine protected area” means an area within the maritime area for which protective, conservation, restorative or precautionary measures, consistent with international law have been instituted for the purpose of protecting and conserving species, habitats, ecosystems or ecological processes of the marine environment.

“the OSPAR Network of Marine Protected Areas” means those areas which have been, and remain, reported by a Contracting Party under paragraph 3.1, paragraph 3.2 or paragraph 3.4 below, together with any other area in the maritime area outside the jurisdiction of the Contracting Parties which has been included as a component of the network by the OSPAR Commission.

2.
Purpose and Scope

2.1
The purpose of this Recommendation is to establish the OSPAR Network of Marine Protected Areas and to ensure that by 2010 it is an ecologically coherent network of well-managed marine protected areas which will: 

a.
protect, conserve and restore species, habitats and ecological processes which have been adversely affected by human activities;

b.
prevent degradation of, and damage to, species, habitats and ecological processes, following the precautionary principle;

c.
protect and conserve areas that best represent the range of species, habitats and ecological processes in the maritime area.

2.2
This Recommendation applies to Contracting Parties which are coastal States of the maritime area.

3.
Programmes and Measures 

3.1
Each Contracting Party should: 

a.
consider whether any areas within its jurisdiction justify selection as marine protected areas under the criteria set out in the identification and selection guidelines and, if so, 

b.
report to the OSPAR Commission the areas that it has selected as components of the OSPAR Network of Marine Protected Areas.

3.2. 
An initial consideration should be completed as soon as practicable, and at the latest by 31 December 2005. It may be carried out by stages, in which case the Contracting Party should report to the OSPAR Commission by the end of each calendar year the areas that it has selected under those criteria.

3.3
The relevant Contracting Party should: 

a.
develop for each area selected under paragraph 3.1 a management plan, in accordance with the management guidelines, to achieve the aims for which the area has been selected, 

b.
determine what management measures would be appropriate in the light of those guidelines, and either:

(i)
where it has the competence to adopt such measures, initiate the processes under its domestic legislation to establish such measures; or

(ii)
where the competence to adopt such measures lies with another authority or international organisation, or where the consent of an international organisation is needed for the adoption of such measures, take steps to seek the adoption by the international organisation of those measures or, as the case may be, the consent of the international organisation to those measures. Any cases covered by this sub-paragraph should be reported to the OSPAR Commission.

3.4
Each Contracting Party should thereafter periodically: 

a.
review whether any areas within its jurisdiction justify selection as components of the OSPAR Network of Marine Protected Areas under the criteria set out in the identification and selection guidelines, 

b.
report to the OSPAR Commission any such areas which it has selected, and 

c.
develop management plans and implement them in accordance with paragraph 3.3, subject to the provisions of paragraph 3.5.

3.5
Where a Contracting Party is required, under the EC Birds Directive
 or the EC Habitats Directive
, to designate any area in the maritime area (whether wholly or partly) as a Special Protection Area or a Special Area of Conservation; 

a.
the Contracting Party may report that area to the OSPAR Commission as a component of the OSPAR Network of Marine Protected Areas, as if the Contracting Party had selected it as such; but

b.
the Contracting Party should be under no obligations under this Recommendation to take any action in respect of that area, subject to sub-paragraph (c) below; and

c.
where the Contracting Party has reported that area to the OSPAR Commission as a component of the OSPAR Network of Marine Protected Areas, it should send to the OSPAR Commission copies of any reports which it makes to the European Commission about that area.

4.
Entry into Force

4.1
This Recommendation has effect from 27 June 2003.

5.
Implementation reports

5.1
In 2005, Contracting Parties should report by 31 December to the OSPAR Commission on their implementation of this recommendation in general. 

5.2
In other years, Contracting Parties should report by 31 December to the OSPAR Commission on any OSPAR marine protected areas that they have selected (or deselected) in that year, on any management plans that they have adopted or substantially amended in that year and on any other issues that the OSPAR Commission has identified for reporting in that year.

5.3
When reporting on implementation, the format as set out in Appendix 1 should be used as far as possible. 

Appendix 1
Format for Reporting on Implementation of OSPAR Recommendation 2003/3 On a Network of Marine Protected Areas

(Note: In accordance with paragraph 5.3 of the Recommendation, this format should be used as far as possible in implementation reports)

General

	Country:
	


	Reservation applies:
	yes/no*


	Means of Implementation:
	by legislation
	by administrative action
	by negotiated agreement

	
	yes/no*
	yes/no*
	yes/no*


Please provide information on:

a.
specific measures taken to give effect to this measure;

b.
any special difficulties encountered, such as practical or legal problems, in the implementation of this measure;

c.
the reasons for not having fully implemented this measure should be spelt out clearly and plans for full implementation should be reported;

d. if appropriate, progress towards being able to lift the reservation.

Components of the OSPAR Network of Marine Protected Areas that have been selected

Summary

	Reference No in OSPAR Data Base 
	Name of Area
	Ecological Criteria Relevant for Selection

	Practical Criteria Relevant for Selection

	Proposed Management and Protection Status

	Management Plan approved

	Management Measures taken


	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Detail

Where the pro-forma
 produced to support selection have not previously been submitted to the OSPAR Commission in English or French, these should be attached. Where they have been submitted, please give details of when they were submitted.

A summary for each area of the aims of the management plan and the way in which the measures (proposed or taken) will contribute to these aims should be given.

�	As a guide for reporting, Contracting Parties should use the proforma for compiling the characteristics of a potential marine protected area in Appendix 4 of the Guidelines for the Identification and Selection of Marine Protected Areas in the OSPAR Maritime Area (reference number: 2003-17).


� 	Council Directive 79/409/EEC on the conservation of wild birds.


� 	Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of habitats and wild fauna and flora.


* 	Delete whichever is not appropriate.


� 	The reference numbers of the relevant criteria in the identification and selection guidelines which the area met should be given.


� 	The reference numbers of the relevant criteria in the identification and selection guidelines which the area met should be given.


� 	The nature of the human activities that may need regulation should be stated, together with the existing or proposed legal status of the area.


� 	State “yes” or “not” whether a management plan has been approved or not.


� 	State “yes” or “not” whether the intended management measures have been taken or not for each of the human activities for which regulation is intended.


�	Please use proforma as at Appendix 4 of the Guidelines for the Identification and Selection of Marine Protected Areas in the OSPAR Maritime Area (reference number: 2003-17).
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