PARCOM Agreement 80-02

PARCOM Binding Guidelines for Discharges from New Refineries

At its second meeting (Stockholm, 1980), the Commission adopted guidelines for discharges from new refineries (PARCOM II/11,1 Annex VII). The Commission stated that it considered these guidelines as binding on the Contracting Parties (PARCOM II/11/1, §63). A copy of these guidelines is below. The guidelines have in part been superseded by PARCOM Recommendation 89/5.

GUIDELINES FOR DISCHARGES FROM NEW REFINERIES

I.A.
Oil concentrations in the effluents

(i) the “reference value” for the oil concentration in the process and other polluted waste streams should be 5 mg/l;

(ii) clean cooling water should be separated from other waste streams and monitored. Possibilities for treating this stream should be available to cover the situation of it becoming contaminated. Airfin cooling and/or recirculation cooling systems are preferable to once-through cooling systems in order to have a very small cooling water effluent;

(iii) the “reference value” should be defined as the arithmetic mean of a statistically significant number of samples per annum;

(iv) the “reference value” should be determined by a method of analysis based on the infra-red technique.

B.
Amount of oil in relation to capacity of the refinery


The total amount of oil to be discharged should be less than 3g per tonne of refining capacity. 

II. If, for technical or environmental reasons, the values mentioned in I are exceeded, the following values for the concentration of oil in the effluent and the amount of oil discharged per tonne will be taken into account:

A. Oil concentration in the effluents

the “reference value”  for the oil concentration in the process water and other polluted waste streams should fall in the range of 5-15 mg/l.

B. Amount of oil in relation to capacity of the refinery

the total amount of oil to be discharged per tonne of refining capacity should fall in the range of 3-12 g per tonne.

III. Notification

Contracting Parties shall notify the Commission of new refineries being constructed and of the values to be applied to the effluents. Where the reference values are different from those mentioned in I, Contracting Parties shall explain the technical and/or environmental justification.

IV. Ballast water

(i) With regard to the implementation of the provisions in I-B and II-B, the amount of oil discharged via ballast water will not be taken into account;

(ii) The oil concentration in the waste stream from treated ballast water should be less than 20 mg/l.

