



OSPAR CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT OF THE NORTH-EAST ATLANTIC

Programme for the More Detailed Implementation of the OSPAR Strategy with regard to Radioactive Substances*
(Reference Number: 2001-3)

RECALLING the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North East Atlantic (“the OSPAR Convention”), and in particular Article 2.1(a) in which Contracting Parties agree to take all possible steps to prevent and eliminate pollution and to take the necessary measures to protect the maritime area against adverse effects of human activities so as to safeguard human health and to conserve marine ecosystems and, when practicable, restore marine areas which have been adversely affected;

RECALLING the OSPAR Strategy with regard to Radioactive Substances (“the Strategy”), adopted at the Ministerial Meeting of the OSPAR Commission in Sintra, Portugal, in July 1998,

RECALLING the agreement made by the Contracting Parties in Kingston-upon-Hull, England, in June 1999, whereby the Contracting Parties agreed to intensify their efforts to ensure that the OSPAR Commission can identify and take the necessary action for achieving further substantial reductions, or the elimination of discharges, emissions and losses of radioactive substances in accordance with Paragraph 4.1 of the Strategy, and further agreed both that they will pay particular attention to the principal sources of discharges, emissions and losses of radioactive substances, including the reprocessing of nuclear fuel and some other nuclear and non-nuclear activities and that, where action by operators of such activities is required, they will ensure that it is taken without delay,

RECOGNISING that the Contracting Parties have a collective interest in ensuring that adequate programmes are in place throughout the area within the jurisdictions of the Contracting Parties, since Paragraph 4.1(b) of the Strategy provides that, by the year 2020, the Commission will ensure that discharges, emissions and losses of radioactive substances are reduced to levels where the additional concentrations in the marine environment above historic levels, resulting from such discharges, emissions and losses, are close to zero;

NOTING the 2000 Progress Report on the implementation of the Strategy;

THE CONTRACTING PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT OF THE NORTH EAST ATLANTIC ADOPT THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMME FOR THE MORE DETAILED IMPLEMENTATION OF THE OSPAR STRATEGY WITH REGARD TO RADIOACTIVE SUBSTANCES:

1.
In this programme, references to Contracting Parties are references to those Contracting Parties which, in accordance with Article 2.1 of Annex I to the OSPAR Convention, have authorised or regulated point source discharges of radioactive substances, or releases of radioactive substances into water or air.

2.
Each Contracting Party will adopt a national plan for achieving the objective of the Strategy.  

3.
Such national plans will include, to the extent necessary to ensure achievement of the objective of the Strategy,

a.
modifications of discharge authorisations;

b.
technical improvements to reduce discharges;

c.
forecasts to the year 2020, as precise as possible, of anthropogenic discharges and releases of radioactive substances which may reach and affect the maritime area, according to sector/activity and according to the region of the maritime area affected or likely to be affected.

4.
It is a priority for each Contracting Party to provide to the OSPAR Commission by 1 June 2001 the details mentioned in paragraph 3. Those details should be provided at the latest by 1 July 2002. 

5.
At its meetings in 2002 and 2003, the Radioactive Substances Committee will examine the material presented by Contracting Parties in accordance with the last paragraph, together with:

a.
reports submitted by Contracting Parties on discharges and releases of radioactive substances,

b.
assessments of the implementation and effectiveness of measures adopted by the OSPAR Commission with regard to radioactive substances,

c.
the experience gained with the Strategy,

d.
the findings of the Quality Status Report 2000 and the regional Quality Status Reports,

e.
progress achieved in reviewing areas of potential concern and assessment of these areas;

f.
progress on the development of environmental quality standards for the protection of the marine environment from the adverse effects of radioactive substances;

g.
any further new information.

6.
To provide for the review mentioned in paragraph 6.1 of the Strategy, the Radioactive Substances Committee will develop, by its meeting in 2003, for consideration by the 2003 Ministerial Meeting of the Commission:

a.
a baseline against which the progress in implementing the strategy can be evaluated in the period from 2003 to the year 2020;

b.
an assessment of whether the combined effect of the national plans of the Contracting Parties will be to achieve the objective of the Strategy to the extent required by its time frame for 2020;

c.
a statement of intermediate goals which are forecast to be achieved under each of the national plans between 2003 and 2020, and the dates by which they are expected to be achieved;

d.
proposals for monitoring, and reporting on, progress towards those intermediate goals;

e.
proposals for any amendments to the Strategy needed to achieve the objective of the Strategy to the extent required by its time frame for 2020.

7.
The baseline mentioned in paragraph 6a will:

a.
consist of data on discharges of radioactive substances, their concentrations in the marine environment and the resultant radiation doses to members of the public;

b.
be based on the Annual OSPAR Reports on Liquid Discharges from Nuclear Installations, including their expert assessments, in particular the report of 1998, the year the OSPAR Strategy with regard to Radioactive Substances was adopted. 

In establishing the baseline, further information from national and other sources should be taken into account, e.g.:

(i)
the implementation reports submitted by Contracting Parties with respect to PARCOM Recommendation 91/4 on Radioactive Substances, and the summaries of these implementation reports;

(ii)
the outcome of the MARINA II study.

*	Based upon the agreements of the OSPAR Commission in 2000 and 2001 (see Summary Records OSPAR 00/20/1, Annex 13 and OSPAR 01/18/1, § 5.22).





3
OSPAR Commission
 Programme for the More Detailed Implementation of the OSPAR Strategy with regard to Radioactive Substances


