
	
	
	ANNEX 15
(Ref. §9.15)


OSPAR CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT OF THE NORTH-EAST ATLANTIC

MEETING OF THE OSPAR COMMISSION (OSPAR)
STOCKHOLM: 26-30 JUNE 2006
OSPAR Recommendation 2006/4 Amending OSPAR Recommendation 2001/1 for the Management of Produced Water from Offshore Installations

RECALLING Article 2(3) of the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic (“OSPAR Convention”), which, inter alia, requires Contracting Parties to take full account of the latest technological developments and practices when adopting programmes and measures and to this end requires Contracting Parties to define with respect to programmes and measures the application of best available techniques (BAT) and best environmental practice (BEP), including, where appropriate, clean technology;

RECALLING Article 5 of the OSPAR Convention, which requires the Contracting Parties to take all possible steps to prevent and eliminate pollution from offshore sources in accordance with the provisions of the Convention, in particular as provided for in Annex III;

RECALLING paragraphs 2 and 6 of Appendix 1 of the OSPAR Convention, which defines the term ‘best available techniques’ (BAT) and ‘best environmental practice’ (BEP) and establishes the criteria for determining what constitutes these techniques and practices;

RECALLING OSPAR Recommendation 2001/1 on the Management of Produced Water from Offshore Installations, which (with other instruments) gave effect to commitments in the OSPAR Strategies and Work Plans for the development of programmes and measures for the control of oil and other substances in aqueous discharges from offshore installations,

WISHING to up-date OSPAR Recommendation 2001/1 to take account of experience in its implementation and of technical developments, 

The Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic RECOMMEND:

1.
Definitions
1.1
“Recommendation 2001/1” means OSPAR Recommendation 2001/1 on the Management of Produced Water from Offshore Installations.

2.
Purpose

2.1
The purpose of this Recommendation is to amend and up-date Recommendation 2001/1.
3.
Provisions

3.1
Section 4.2 (Performance standards) of Recommendation 2001/1 is replaced by the following:

“4.2
Performance standards

4.2.1
No individual offshore installation should exceed a performance standard for dispersed oil of 30 mg/l for produced water discharged into the sea.

4.2.2
Contracting Parties should report to the meeting of the Offshore Industry Committee in 2008 the offshore installations which fail to meet the performance standard for dispersed oil of 30 mg/l for produced water discharged into the sea by 1 January 2007. For each such installation, the report should include an evaluation of the BAT and BEP for that installation, including the options:

a.
which have been considered in order to meet this performance standard, but

b.
which have not been considered feasible including the reasons for this,

so as to ensure that information is available on the reasons why these offshore installations cannot meet the performance standard.

4.2.3
In addition to any actions which Contracting Parties have taken to fulfil their commitments under paragraph 4.2.4 of Recommendation 2001/1 as originally adopted, Contracting Parties should continue to review BAT and BEP for the management of produced water including achievable concentrations of oil and other substances.

4.2.4
Contracting Parties should continue to exchange information on dissolved oil in produced water on the basis of work in hand including methods of analysis and monitoring. 

4.2.5
The dilution of treated or untreated produced water for the purpose of lowering the average concentration of oil or achieving compliance with the performance standard should be prohibited.”

3.2
Section 7 (Analysis) is replaced by the following:

“7.
Analysis

7.1
For the purpose of this recommendation, the concentration of dispersed oil should be determined by the reference method specified in the next paragraph or an alternative method yielding equivalent results. These alternative methods may include on-line analysis techniques or continuous monitoring. Such methods should be calibrated against the reference method and approved by the competent authority. Use of chemicals for the purpose of analysis should be under carefully controlled laboratory conditions approved by the competent authority.

7.2
The reference method for the determination of the dispersed oil content in produced water is the method described in OSPAR Agreement 2005/15.

7.3
When applying methods of analysis using solvents, regeneration equipment should be applied to recover and reuse the solvents as many times as possible, in order to keep discharges emissions and losses of these solvents to the environment as low as possible.

7.4
Oil can be determined by the analytical results of the application of the agreed reference method for dispersed oil corrected by the addition of aromatic hydrocarbons not detected by the agreed reference method.”

3.3
Section 9 (Implementation Reports) of Recommendation 2001/1 is replaced by the following:

“9.
Implementation Reports

9.1 
Reports on the implementation of this Recommendation should continue to be submitted by Contracting Parties with offshore installations that discharge produced water into the sea, using as far as possible the format set out in Appendix 1. The reports should be submitted to the appropriate OSPAR subsidiary body by 31 December 2008 and every four years thereafter unless otherwise specified by the Commission.

9.2
Where Contracting Parties intend to demonstrate compliance with paragraph 3.2 of the Recommendation solely on the basis of the analytical results of the application of the agreed reference method for dispersed oil, the implementation report should include justification for such strategy.”

3.4
In the appendix to Recommendation 2001/1 (reporting format), the reference to paragraph 9.3 is replaced by a reference to paragraph 9.1.

4.
Entry into force

4.1
This Recommendation has effect from 1 January 2007.
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