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1.
Introduction
In Appendix 1 of the OSPAR Decision 2000/3 on the Use of Organic – Phase Drilling Fluids (OPF) and the Discharge of OPF-Contaminated Cuttings, BAT and BEP for the Management of the use of those drilling fluids and the Discharge of OPF Contaminated Cuttings are described.

The BAT and BEP description is based on the waste management hierarchy of avoidance, reduction, re-use, recycling, recovery, and residue disposal which has been adopted by the Commission through the Offshore Strategy. With regard to the residue disposal there are different options which can be assessed on a case-by-case basis by the national competent authority for a holistic evaluation for the selection of the best environmental option.

2.
Assessment
The planning and management of drilling operations with the application of OPF should be in accordance with the integrated environmental approach (or holistic approach). A ‘tailor-made’ combination of BAT and BEP should be applied for these operations to prevent and minimise pollution as much as reasonably achievable, i.e. application of the principles of good house keeping and closing the cycle of use of drilling fluids to avoid spills.

Whereas BAT is mainly focusing at application of techniques, BEP focuses on environmental control measures and strategies (management options).

2.1.
Technical aspects

As a consequence of the location of oil and gas reservoirs, drilling operations have to be carried out in a variety of areas which may be remote or environmentally vulnerable. Such circumstances dictate the best environmental option for drilling operations on each location. Thus the assessment for the best environmental option should be carried out on a case-by-case basis. Depending on the location and other factors, i.e. rig selection, the following factors can influence these options:

a.
the amount of drilled cuttings generated;

b.
availability of deck space, energy etc.;

c.
meteorological conditions during operation.

2.2
Environmental aspects
To compare the different options for disposal of cuttings, it is necessary to present a case to the national competent authorities in which all these options are described on the basis of an integrated environmental approach taking into account the following Health, Safety and Environmental (i.e. cross media) aspects:

a.
risk to human life (health and safety aspects);

b.
total energy needed, i.e. for treatment, transportation etc.;

c.
emissions to air, water and sea sediment;

d.
generation of waste;

e.
use of chemicals.

2.3
A holistic evaluation
By using the aspects as mentioned in § 2.2, the following options (see Appendix 1 of the OSPAR Decision 2000/3) can be assessed taking also into account, amongst others, the economical feasibility:

a.
transportation to shore of OPF cuttings for processing (e.g. oil recovery and residue disposal);

b.
re-injection of such cuttings: for this option Contracting Parties may use the Technical Background document ‘Environmental aspects of on and off-site injection of drill cuttings and produced water’ which can be found on the OSPAR website;

c.
offshore treatment of OPF cuttings for discharge into the sea. In the case of OBF cuttings, the standard of 1% OBF fluid by weight on dry cuttings applies (see § 3.1.4 of OSPAR Decision 2000/3).

A holistic evaluation on the basis of this assessment will help the national competent authorities to select the best environmental option.
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