
ANNEX 7

(Ref. § 3.14)

OSPAR CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT OF THE NORTH-EAST ATLANTIC

MEETING OF THE OFFSHORE INDUSTRY COMMITTEE (OIC)

LONDON (SECRETARIAT): 10-14 MARCH 2003

Programme for the Establishment of Environmental Goals for Chemicals Discharged Offshore and the Implementation of such Goals

(Reference number: 2003-2)

RECALLING the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North East Atlantic (“the OSPAR Convention”), and in particular Article 2.1(a) in which Contracting Parties agree to take all possible steps to prevent and eliminate pollution and to take the necessary measures to protect the maritime area against adverse effects of human activities so as to safeguard human health and to conserve marine ecosystems and, when practicable, restore marine areas which have been adversely affected;

RECALLING the OSPAR Strategy on Environmental Goals and Management Mechanism for Offshore Activities, and in particular paragraph 4.1a of this strategy which requires that, as an intermediate step by its Ministerial Meeting of 2003, the Commission will have established environmental goals and, where appropriate, intermediate goals, in respect of prevention and elimination of pollution from offshore sources;

RECALLING the OSPAR Strategy with regard to Hazardous Substances, and in particular paragraph 4.1 of this strategy which requires that, as a matter of principle for the whole maritime area of the Convention, the Commission should continue to work towards the reduction of discharges, emissions and losses of hazardous substances which could reach the marine environment, to levels that are not harmful to man or nature with the aim of their elimination and implement this strategy progressively by making every endeavour to move towards the target of the cessation of discharges and losses of hazardous substances by the year 2020;

RECALLING OSPAR Decision 2000/2 on a Harmonised Mandatory Control System for the Use and the Reduction of the Discharge of Offshore Chemicals and its purpose that by application of the management systems set out in this Decision, authorities of Contracting Parties shall ensure and actively promote the continued shift towards the use of less hazardous substances (or preferably non-hazardous substances), and, as a result the reduction of the overall environmental impact resulting for the use and discharge of offshore chemicals;

RECOGNISING that the Contracting Parties have a collective interest in ensuring that an adequate programme is in place that throughout the maritime area within the jurisdictions of the Contracting Parties intermediate goals will be set for the reduction of the direct inputs into the sea of chemicals used offshore and that appropriate machinery will be put in place to measure the success of these reductions in a quantifiable way;

THE CONTRACTING PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT OF THE NORTH EAST ATLANTIC ADOPT THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMME FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL GOALS FOR CHEMICALS DISCHARGED OFFSHORE AND THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SUCH GOALS:

1.
In this programme, reference to Contracting Parties are references to those Contracting Parties which, in accordance with Article 4.1 of Annex III to the OSPAR Convention have authorised or regulated the use on, or the discharge or emission from, offshore sources of substances which may reach and affect the maritime area.

2.
At its meeting in 2004, the Offshore Industry Committee will develop intermediate goals for the discharge of offshore chemicals for consideration by the 2004 meeting of the Commission. As a point of departure the Offshore Industry Committee should develop its proposal on the following basis:

a.
as a first step and:

(i)
with a view to contributing to meeting the objectives of the Strategy with regard to Hazardous Substances, each Contracting Party should ensure that the total quantity of substances identified on the OSPAR List of Chemicals for Priority Action (as updated by the Commission from time to time) discharged into the sea in the year [2010] from all offshore activities under its jurisdiction has been reduced by a minimum of [X]%
 compared to the equivalent discharge in the year [2003];

(ii)
in pursuing the objective of OSPAR Decision 2000/2, each Contracting Party should ensure that the total quantity of other substances identified for substitution (in accordance with the criteria in OSPAR Recommendation 2000/4 on a Harmonised Pre-Screening Scheme for Offshore Chemicals) discharged into the sea in the year [2010] from all offshore activities under its jurisdiction has been reduced by a minimum of [Y]%
 of the proportion by weight of the total discharges of substances compared to the equivalent proportion by weight discharged in the year [2003];

b.
these goals should be kept under review in relation to their ambition and to the increase or decrease in offshore activity in Contracting Parties' parts of the OSPAR maritime area, and amended in [2010] or earlier as necessary.

3.
In preparing for a proposal to the Offshore Industry Committtee in 2004, Contracting Parties should exchange information in the intersessional period 2003/2004 on the practical implications and feasibilty of setting goals as in § 2. This information should address the following:

a.
the selection of a base year depending on reliable and quantifiable information collected by Contracting Parties and submitted in the annual reports to OSPAR on discharges, waste handling and air emissions from offshore oil and gas installations. All Contracting Parties agreed that efforts should be made to ensure that 2003 would form the base year;

b.
a common understanding of what substances fall within the categories identified by the Harmonised Pre-Screening Scheme and of what substances are considered to give rise to equivalent concern (as defined in the OSPAR Strategy with regard to Hazardous Substances);

c.
the way in which the quantities of substances discharged into the sea are estimated or calculated, e.g. on the basis of the quantities of chemical products used offshore and their composition;

d.
the impact on any goals of increasing or new offshore activity by Contracting Parties.

4.
Following the adoption by the Commission of environmental goals for chemicals discharged offshore, Contracting Parties should submit to the following meeting of the Offshore Industry Committee national plans for the implementation of such goals. On the basis of the exchange of information as referred to in § 3, the Commission will set out what these national plans should contain.

�	Contracting Parties agree that X should represent a significant reduction but there is as yet uncertainty about a value in the context of the practical implications of the considerations in § 3.


�	Contracting Parties agree that Y should also represent a significant reduction but that this value will probably be lower than X.
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