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Confidentiality Agreements in relation to the Implementation of the HMCS 
(Reference number: 2007-13)
(Source: OIC 2006 and 2007 Summary Record – OIC 06/13/1, §2.46 and 2.47, OIC 07/15/1, §3.35)
Procedure on confidentiality – agreed at OIC 2006
2.46
After discussion, OIC agreed on the following guidance for managing confidentiality issues:

a.
the Competent Authorities of the Contracting Parties should have access to all necessary information of the HOCNF, including § 1.6;

b.
the Competent Authorities may discuss this information with Competent Authorities from other Contracting Parties for the purpose of development of SMART goals for substances identified for substitution. For this purpose, the information discussed between competent authorities should be unequivocal;

c.
the Competent Authorities shall inform the OSPAR Secretariat of any person involved in this task. They also shall inform the Secretariat whenever they are assisted or represented by a third party; 

d.
all involved persons shall be included on a formal list to be agreed by OIC. For this purpose all 3rd parties listed persons should sign a confidentiality agreement. Contracting Parties shall inform OIC whenever a member of the list is replaced;

e.
confidential information will be discussed during meetings of the group of national contact points. Whenever confidential information is discussed in the group of national contact points, it shall be made sure that only representatives mentioned on the list in indent (d) above are present.

2.47
OIC further agreed that ICGH
 should define which 3rd parties could be included in the list mentioned above. 
Guidance for inclusion of persons authorised to exchange information on confidential issues

3.35
After discussion, OIC confirmed that anybody who shared or would have access to confidential information should be nominated on the list of persons authorised to exchange information on confidential issues and, following the advice developed by the ICGH at their meeting in March 2006, agreed on the following guidance to Competent Authorities for including third party advisers in the list of persons authorised to exchange information on confidential issues (including HOCNF forms):

a.
exchanges of information with, and between, third party advisers must be restricted to experts nominated by the relevant Competent Authority within each Contracting Party;

b.
the relevant Competent Authority must ensure that the nominated experts are bound by appropriate confidentiality agreements;

c.
the National Contact Point for each Contracting Party should prepare and maintain a list of the experts nominated by the relevant Competent Authority, and submit the list, and any future amendments to the list, to the OSPAR Secretariat;

d.
the OSPAR Secretariat should prepare and maintain a list of the experts nominated by the relevant Competent Authority of each Contracting Party wishing to exchange information with, or between, third party advisers, and should submit the amalgamated list, and any future amendments to that list, to the National Contact Point for each Contracting Party represented in the list; 

e.
all requests for the exchange of information with, and between, third party advisers must be notified to the National Contact Points for each Contracting Party involved in the exchange.
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