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Practical Arrangements between the International Atomic Energy Agency and the OSPAR Commission on sharing data on concentrations of radioactive substances in the OSPAR Maritime Area

These Practical Arrangements are made between the International Atomic Energy Agency whose address is Wagramer Strasse 5, P.O. Box 100, A-1400 Vienna, Austria (hereinafter referred to as the “IAEA”) and the OSPAR Commission whose address is New Court, 48 Carey Street, UK-London WC2A 2JQ, United Kingdom.

1.
In order to enhance the relationship between the OSPAR Commission and the IAEA, the OSPAR Commission and the IAEA have reached an understanding on the following modalities of cooperation:

a.
To share and exchange data on the concentrations of radioactive substances in the OSPAR Maritime Area under the jurisdiction of OSPAR Contracting Parties;

b.
To make arrangements for the inclusion of the concentrations data collected by the OSPAR Commission in the IAEA database as set out in Annex I;

c.
To enhance access to the concentrations data by OSPAR Contracting Parties, IAEA Member States, other organisations and the general public.

2.
The OSPAR Commission and the IAEA have each appointed a focal point responsible for the coordination of activities under these Practical Arrangements:

For the IAEA:

Mr Emmanuel Bosc

Tel:  
377.97.97.72.20

IAEA-MEL





Fax:
377.97.97.72.73


4, Quai Antoine 1er 


E-mail: E.Bosc@iaea.org
MC 98000 Monaco 

For the OSPAR Commission:

Mrs Corinne Michel

Tel:
44(0).20.7430.5200

Assistant



Fax:
44(0).20.7430.5225

OSPAR Commission

E-mail: Corinne.Michel@ospar.org.  

New Court

48 Carey Street

London WC2A 2JQ

United Kingdom

3.
The OSPAR Commission and the IAEA will consult annually, or as necessary, on the cooperation activities to be carried out under these Practical Arrangements.

4.
The OSPAR Commission and the IAEA will support the widest possible dissemination of unclassified information provided or exchanged under these Practical Arrangements, subject to the need to protect proprietary information. The OSPAR Commission and the IAEA will ensure confidentiality of information classified as restricted or confidential.

5.
The OSPAR Commission and the IAEA will cooperate to ensure that the intellectual property and rights thereto, including, without limitation, all copyrights and patents, in and to any material or invention produced by either Signatory, their employees and sub-contractors arising from the cooperation between the OSPAR Commission and the IAEA in the implementation of these Practical Arrangements, can be used to further the IAEA statutory function of, inter alia, fostering the exchange of information among its Member States. The OSPAR Commission and the IAEA will jointly own any intellectual property rights arising out of the activities undertaken under these Practical Arrangements.

6.
Nothing in these Practical Arrangements gives rise to legal or financial obligations upon either Signatory. To the extent any activity may give rise to a legal or financial obligation, a separate agreement shall be concluded subject to the OSPAR Commission's and the IAEA’s Financial Regulations and Rules, prior to such activity being undertaken.

7.
Any disputes arising out of or relating to interpretation or implementation of these Practical Arrangements will be amicably settled among the Signatories.

8.
Nothing in these Practical Arrangements shall be construed as a waiver of the privileges and immunities accorded to the IAEA by its Member States.

9.
Nothing in these Practical Arrangements shall be construed as a waiver of the privileges and immunities accorded to the OSPAR Commission by the OSPAR Contracting Party hosting the headquarters of the OSPAR Commission.

10.
These Practical Arrangements will come into effect immediately upon signature.   

11.
These Practical Arrangements may be modified or amended by the mutual written consent of the Signatories.

12.
Either Signatory may terminate these Practical Arrangements by giving six months written notice to the other Signatory. Where notice of termination is given, the Signatory shall take immediate steps to bring all joint activities to a close in a prompt and orderly manner. Notwithstanding termination of these Practical Arrangements, data published before termination of these Practical Arrangements, on the MARiS website in accordance with Annex I, is in the public domain and will remain there.

ANNEX I

Reporting mechanisms

1.
The data to be hosted are those reported for the 2nd Periodic Evaluation (OSPAR publication number: 338/2007) and any further data, which the relevant OSPAR Commission’s subsidiary body has agreed is to be collected from the national monitoring programmes. The IAEA will provide a complete Excel sheet template and an Access code in order to facilitate and homogenize the reporting. This reporting format will be based on the format used for collection of data for 2002-2005 as reported in the 2nd Periodic Evaluation and updated and harmonized to the needs of reporting to the IAEA MARiS database as necessary. The approved reporting format may be amended by mutual decision of the OSPAR Commission and the IAEA. Either of the Signatories may propose amendments.

2.
The database will bank measured concentrations for individual samples. The minimum information needed is: (1) laboratory; sampling date; geographical coordinates; sampling depth; radionuclide concentration and uncertainty (or detection limit) for seawater; (2) species and general class of organism in the case of fish, molluscs and seaweed. The IAEA may include other radionuclides or other groups of radionuclides in the format than those covered by agreements under the OSPAR Commission, but Contracting Parties will be under no commitment from the point of view of the OSPAR Convention to report on such elements.

3.
Subject to the above paragraph, the format will provide for reporting the amounts of radioactivity of the radionuclides and groups of radionuclides as specified in the OSPAR Monitoring Programme for Concentrations of Radioactive Substances in the Marine Environment (Reference number: 2005-8), as amended from time to time. 

4.
The OSPAR Secretariat will send the format to each Contracting Party in July each year, with a request that the Contracting Party should send by 1 September the concentrations data for the preceding calendar year electronically to the OSPAR Secretariat.

Data handling

5.
The OSPAR Commission will:

a.
screen, verify and collate the concentrations data reported to the OSPAR Secretariat in contact with the relevant Contracting Parties as necessary;

b.
collectively validate the concentrations data and approve its publication during the annual meeting of the relevant OSPAR Commission’s subsidiary body;

c.
send the compiled and validated concentrations data to the IAEA.

6.
The IAEA will:

a.
check and validate the self-consistency and completeness of the concentrations data reported, and pursue any inconsistencies or gaps with the Contracting Party concerned applying the MARiS data quality criteria to all concentrations data entering into these databases;

b.
flag concentrations data below the detection limit by a '<' symbol in the activity field and the numerical value of the Minimum Detectable Activity (MDA) in the uncertainty field of the MARiS database. Concentrations data where a numerical value is not given for the MDA will not be entered into the database (e.g. BDL, ND, <MDA); 

c.
flag the concentrations data by their producer and the OSPAR Commission to facilitate searches and ensure traceability and intellectual ownership; 

d.
submit a report on the results to the OSPAR Commission for approval; 

e.
once the report is approved by the OSPAR Commission for publication, transfer the data to the MARiS website, which it will provide and maintain.

7.
In the period until data are published on the MARiS website, Contracting Parties can access the data sent from the OSPAR Secretariat to the IAEA.
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