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	ANNEX 46
(Ref. M5.2)


OSPAR 10/23/1-E, Annex  46
OSPAR Recommendation 2010/18 on the prevention of significant acute oil pollution from offshore drilling activities

DEEPLY CONCERNED by the accident on the Deepwater Horizon drilling rig in the Gulf of Mexico in April 2010,

REAFFIRMING our commitment to take all possible steps to prevent and eliminate pollution from offshore oil and gas activities,

WELCOMING ongoing national reviews of existing frameworks, 

ALSO WELCOMING the initiatives of the North Sea Offshore Authorities Forum, the International Regulators Forum and other relevant processes,

LOOKING FORWARD to the results of US investigations in particular the US Presidential investigation and the EC Communication on this matter to be issued in January 2011 and October 2010 respectively,

ALSO LOOKING FORWARD to engaging in a dialogue with other relevant fora, including the Agreement for cooperation in dealing with pollution of the North Sea by oil and other harmful substances, 1983,

SEEKING to apply the relevant learning from the Deepwater Horizon accident to the OSPAR Maritime Area,
EMPHASISING the importance of the achievement of the highest possible standards with the aim of minimising environmental risk to the OSPAR Maritime Area in light of current and future offshore developments.

The Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North East Atlantic RECOMMEND:
1.
Definitions

1.1
For the purpose of this Recommendation:

“Frameworks” means regulatory mechanisms and associated guidance applied by Contracting Parties in the OSPAR Maritime Area.


“Extreme conditions” include, but are not limited to, depth, pressure and weather.

2.
Purpose and Scope

2.1
Bearing in mind the need for prevention of significant acute oil pollution from offshore drilling activities, the purpose of this Recommendation is to establish a process for assessing the relevance of the results of the reviews
 to OSPAR with a view to taking additional action by the OSPAR Commission if needed and within the scope of the Convention.

3.
Programmes and Measures

3.1
Contracting Parties should:
a. 
as a precaution continue or, as a matter of urgency, start reviewing existing frameworks, including the permitting of drilling activities in extreme conditions;
b. 
take extra care to apply all relevant learning from the Deepwater Horizon accident; and 

c. 
report on this ongoing activity via OIC 2011 to OSPAR 2011.

3.2
Contracting Parties should continue to evaluate activities in 3.1a on a case by case basis and prior to permitting.

3.3
Based on the reviews in 3.1a, Contracting Parties, individually and jointly, should, if needed, take action within the scope of the OSPAR Convention.

4.
Entry into Force and Review

4.1
This Recommendation has effect from 24 September 2010.

4.2
The OSPAR  Commission will review the results achieved at its meeting in 2011.

� As referred to in the recitals.
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