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Agreement on a Voluntary Marine Beach Litter Monitoring Programme

(OSPAR Agreement: 2011-1
)

1.
Following the successful OSPAR Pilot Project on Monitoring Marine Beach Litter (Final Pilot Project Report (Publication Number: 306/2007)) and the subsequent Voluntary Marine Beach Litter Programmes (Agreements 2007-7 and 2010-6), this Agreement extends the voluntary requirements for a spatial programme of national monitoring initiatives co-ordinated on a Convention-wide basis until 2014.

2.
The Programme should be co-ordinated and quality assured by co-lead Contracting Parties, namely the Netherlands, Belgium and Germany, and supported as much as possible by the OSPAR Secretariat and as appropriate by other members of IGG Marine Litter.

3.
The Litter Monitoring Programme requires:

a. surveys by Contracting Parties four times annually on nominated reference beaches;

b. use of the accepted common, standardised methodology and reporting templates throughout the OSPAR maritime area on both 100m and 1km reference beaches;

c. quarterly submission of data by nominated Contracting Party contact points to a central database hosted by the co-leads;

d. an annual progress report to EIHA from the co-leads supported by the Secretariat.

� Replaces agreement 2010-6
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