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More information about OSPAR
The Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic (the “OSPAR Convention”) was
opened for signature at the Ministerial Meeting of the former Oslo and Paris Commissions in Paris on 22 September 1992.
The Convention entered into force on 25 March 1998. It has been ratified by Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany,
Iceland, Ireland, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom and approved
by the European Union and Spain.

Visit the website at http://www.ospar.org

Illustration credits and copyrights

Many of the figures in this report were provided by the Regional Task Teams and their source references are given in the
captions. Credits and copyrights for the additional photographs are as follows:

The photographs on the cover illustrate some of the many different human activities that take place in the five regions of the
OSPAR maritime area:

● fishing in Arctic waters © Helge Sunde/Samfoto, Norway.
● shore-based support for the Norwegian offshore industry © Marit Nyborg, Norwegian Pollution Control Authority 

(SFT, Statens forurensningstilsyn).
● a fishfarm in the north of the British isles © Woodfall, UK.
● Arrábida Marine Protected Area © E. Gameiro ICN, Portugal.
● a diver meets a blue shark Prionace glauca by D. Perrine © imagDOP, Azores (Portugal).
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