
	
	
	ANNEX 14
(Ref. §9.5)


OSPAR CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT OF THE NORTH-EAST ATLANTIC

MEETING OF THE OSPAR COMMISSION (OSPAR)
STOCKHOLM: 26-30 JUNE 2006

OSPAR Recommendation 2006/3 on Environmental Goals for the Discharge by the Offshore Industry of Chemicals that Are, or Which Contain Substances Identified as Candidates for Substitution
RECALLING Article 2(1) and Article 5 of the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic (“OSPAR Convention”), which, inter alia, require Contracting Parties, in accordance with the provisions of the Convention, to take all possible steps to prevent and eliminate pollution from offshore sources;

RECALLING that the OSPAR Offshore Oil and Gas Industry Strategy, as revised in 2003, commits the OSPAR Commission, among other things, to establishing and periodically reviewing environmental goals (including intermediate goals) and timeframes for the purpose of achieving the objective of that strategy through the prevention and elimination of pollution from offshore sources;

RECALLING that the OSPAR Offshore Oil and Gas Strategy also provides that the objectives of the other OSPAR strategies apply in so far as they relate to offshore activities, and that the OSPAR Hazardous Substances Strategy commits the OSPAR Commission to making every endeavour to move towards the target of the cessation of discharges, emissions and losses of hazardous substances by the year 2020;

RECALLING that the OSPAR Decision 2000/2 on a Harmonised Mandatory Control System for the Use and the Reduction of the Discharge of Offshore Chemicals provides, among other things, that the competent national authorities of Contracting Parties shall control the use and discharge of offshore chemicals in accordance with the regulations set out in that Decision; 

RECALLING the OSPAR Recommendation 2000/4 on a Harmonised Pre-screening Scheme for Offshore Chemicals, which establishes a pre-screening scheme to allow authorities to identify substances used as, or in, offshore chemicals with the aim of substituting, and ultimately phasing out, those substances which are hazardous;

RECALLING the OSPAR Recommendation 2000/5 on a Harmonised Offshore Chemical Notification Format, which established a harmonised notification format for offshore chemicals for use under the harmonised mandatory control system;
RECALLING that the OSPAR Recommendation 2005/2 on Environmental Goals for the Discharge by the Offshore Industry of Chemicals that Are, or Contain Added Substances, Listed in the OSPAR 2004 List of Chemicals for Priority Action, provides that by 1 January 2010, Contracting Parties should have phased out the discharge in the OSPAR maritime area of offshore chemicals that are, or which contain added substances, listed in the OSPAR 2004 List of Chemicals for Priority Action;

WISHING to specify environmental goals that will make progress towards the cessation target of the OSPAR Hazardous Substances Strategy,

The Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic RECOMMEND:

1.
Definitions

1.1
For the purposes of this Recommendation, the following terms have the same meaning as in the OSPAR Decision 2000/2 on a Harmonised Mandatory Control System for the Use and the Reduction of the Discharge of Offshore Chemicals, that is to say:

a.
“authority” means the competent national authority of a Contracting Party to the OSPAR Convention;

b.
“offshore chemicals” means all chemicals intentionally used in connection with offshore exploration and production activities in the maritime area. Offshore chemicals comprise both substances and preparations;

c.
“preparation” means a mixture or solution composed of two or more substances;

d.
“substance” means a chemical element or compound in the natural state or obtained by any production process, including any additive necessary to preserve the stability of the product and any impurity deriving from the process used, but excluding any solvent which may be separated without affecting the stability of the substance or changing its composition.

1.2
In addition, for the purposes of this Recommendation, 

a.
“candidates for substitution” means any substance that is identified by the Pre-Screening criteria as mentioned in paragraph 4 of Appendix 1 to OSPAR Decision 2000/2;

b.
“discharge” means the operational release of offshore chemicals or their degradation and transformation products into the water column of the maritime area.
2.
Purpose and Scope

2.1
The purpose of this Recommendation is to set an environmental goal for the discharge of offshore chemicals that are, or which contain substances identified as candidates for substitution, in order to set a specific time-frame for moving towards the cessation of these discharges from offshore installations.  

2.2
This Recommendation applies to Contracting Parties which have offshore installations under their jurisdiction in their internal waters or territorial sea, or on their continental shelf.

3.
Programmes and Measures

3.1
As soon as practicable and not later than 1 January 2017, Contracting Parties should have phased out the discharge of offshore chemicals that are, or which contain substances, identified as candidates for substitution, except for those chemicals where, despite considerable efforts, it can be demonstrated that this is not feasible due to technical or safety reasons. Demonstration of those reasons should include a description of the efforts.

3.2
Contracting Parties should develop and present to OIC 2007 National Plans for the phasing out of chemicals that are, or which contain substances, identified as candidates for substitution.  

3.3
Contracting Parties should exchange information on successes and failures in reaching the goal of this recommendation, and on the practicability, efficacy, cost and environmental impact of proposed alternatives.  

4.
Entry into Force

4.1
This Recommendation has effect from 30 June 2006.

5.
Implementation Reports

5.1
Reports on the implementation of this Recommendation should be submitted by Contracting Parties with offshore installations that make discharges, using as far as possible the format set out in Appendix 1. The reports should be submitted to the appropriate OSPAR subsidiary body by 31 January 2008 and every three years thereafter, unless otherwise specified by the Commission.

5.2
In their implementation reports, Contracting Parties should confirm: 

a.
the candidates for substitution that have been substituted, and;

b.
the candidates for substitution where the relevant regulatory authority is satisfied that there is currently no suitable alternative.  In this case, the Contracting Parties should justify that conclusion and confirm any related measures taken to reduce the use of the chemicals and to reduce the discharges of the chemicals.  

Appendix 1

Format for implementation reports concerning OSPAR Recommendation 2006/3 on Environmental Goals for the Discharge by the Offshore Industry of Chemicals that are, or contain Substances that have been Identified as Candidates for Substitution

(Note: In accordance with paragraph 5.1 of the Recommendation, this format should be used as far as possible in implementation reports)

I.
Implementation Report on Compliance

	Year of Report:
	

	Country:
	


	Reservation applies
	yes/no*


	Is measure applicable in your country?
	yes/no*


If not applicable, then state why not (e.g. no relevant uses or discharges of candidates for substitution)

	Means of Implementation of the measure in § 3.1 of the Recommendation (phase-out of discharge of candidates for substitution):
	by legislation
	by administrative action
	by negotiated agreement

	
	yes/no*
	yes/no*
	yes/no*


	Candidates for substitution that have been substituted 
	


	Candidates for substitution where the relevant regulatory authority is satisfied that there is currently no suitable alternative, including justification
	

	Measures taken to reduce use or discharge of chemicals with no suitable alternative 
	


Please provide information on:


a.
specific measures taken to give effect to this measure;

b.
any special difficulties encountered, such as practical or legal problems, in the implementation of this measure;

c.
any reasons for not having fully implemented this measure should be spelt out clearly and plans for full implementation should be reported.

Please provide information on:

a.
any programme of review of authorisations for the discharge of candidates for substitution, and the progress of such reviews;

b.
where the phasing-out of such offshore chemicals is being achieved in some other way, the nature of those other means, and the progress with them.

*	Delete whichever is not appropriate
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