PARCOM RECOMMENDATION 89/4

OF 22 JUNE 1989

ON A COORDINATED PROGRAMME

FOR THE REDUCTION OF NUTRIENTS*
1.
In order to implement PARCOM Recommendation 88/2 to achieve, between 1985 and 1995, or earlier if possible, a substantial reduction (of the order of 50%) in inputs of P and N into areas where these inputs are likely, directly or indirectly, to cause pollution, Contracting Parties agree, with respect to the North Sea, Skagerrak and the Kattegat that the actions listed in Annex 1, and/or such other actions as may be necessary to achieve these objectives, should be taken before the end of 1995. In the case of taking alternative actions to those listed in Annex 1, Contracting Parties will demonstrate to the Commission that these alternative measures are at least as effective.

2.
Contracting Parties further agree, with respect to other Convention waters, to consider and implement similar or other appropriate actions as those listed in Annex 1 if inputs of P and N are likely, directly or indirectly, to cause pollution.

Annex 1

1.
Agriculture

1.1
Spreading of manure and chemical fertilizers should only take place in such a way and at such times that optimal use of nutrients by plants can be achieved, whilst ensuring minimum losses to the environment. Contracting Parties shall establish which time periods are appropriate in specific regions, and which limitation should apply.

1.2
Harmony should be established between the number of livestock and the area available for the safe spreading of manure or the availability of environmentally acceptable alternatives.

1.3
The capacity of manure storage facilities should exceed that required for the storage of manure throughout the longest period during which the application of manure is restricted.

1.4
In order to reduce losses of nutrients through erosion and run-off, the application of manure and fertilizers should be more strictly regulated or possibly prohibited, for example for areas in close proximity to watercourses.

1.5
The planting of winter cereal or catch-corps should be encouraged.

1.6
Measures should be taken to reduce atmospheric emissions of ammonia when handling manure, by setting rules for storage (e.g. cover) and for ploughing-in as soon as possible after spreading on arable soil.

1.7
The establishment of mandatory manure and chemical fertilizer handling plans for individual farms should be encouraged.

1.8
Contracting Parties shall report by 1 July 1989 on their national plans to achieve these goals.

2.
Wastewater treatment plants

2.1
Municipalities with wastewater discharges (including connected industrial effluents) of more than a few thousand person equivalents should be connected to a wastewater treatment plant with more than sludge separation.

2.2
New wastewater treatment plants, and existing plants being enlarged due to lack of capacity, with an input loading (including connected industrial effluents) of more than 20 000 person equivalents, should be equipped with facilities for removal of nitrogen and phosphorus, so as to achieve a reduction efficiency at the plant of 70% minimum. For samller new purification plants, provisions for a later installation of such facilities should be made. For nitorgen removal, specific difficulties due to e.g. cold climate will have to be considered.

2.3
In order to provide the basis for a Decision to be taken in 1990 on nutrient reduction in existing wastewater treatment plants, Contracting Parties shall submit reports on the use of, and hte plans for, facilities for phosphorus and nitrogen removal in existing wastewater treatment plants before 1 July 1989. These reports shall contain at least the following information:

(a) The extent to which phosphorus and nitrogen reduction is applied or planned in existing treatment plants;

(b)
Existing or planned regulations concerning nitrogen and phosphorous reduction (areas where planned, plant sizes, emission limit lavues etc);

(c)
Limitations (technical, administrative, economic) to general application of phosphorous and nitrogen removal techniques in municipal wastewater treatment plants.

3.
Industry

3.1
Contracting Parties shall submit by 1 July 1989 progress reports and national plans for reduction of nutrients from significant industrial sources, in accordance with paragraph (d) of Annex E of the Declaration of the Second International Conference for the Protection of the North Sea and paragraph 11.3 of PARCOM Recommendation 88/2. These reports will include, for the various industrial sectors, the kind of technology used and the justification for its use, in order to ensure that best available technology is taken into account.

4.
Aquaculture

4.1
The use of fishfeed with a high energy content and relatively low nitrogen and phosphorous content should be required.

4.2
Aquacultural production should be controlled.

4.3
Contracting Parties shall submit by 1 July 1989 progress reports and national plans on reduction of nutrients from aquaculture.

5.
Nitrogen emissions from combustion of fossil fuel

5.1
NOx emissions from new and existing power plants should be reduced through the use of best available technology.

5.2
Stricter requirements should be introduced as soon as possible to reduce emissions from private motor vehicles.

6.
Detergents

6.1
The development and marketing of phosphate-free detergents should be encouraged, where it can be demonstrated that they are environmentally acceptable.

* Reservation by Luxembourg (lifted in 2003)





