PARCOM DECISION 90/2 OF 14 JUNE 1990

ON PROGRAMMES AND MEASURES

FOR MERCURY AND CADMIUM CONTAINING BATTERIES

Recognising the need for further measures to reduce inputs of mercury and cadmium to Convention waters;

Each Contracting Party to the Paris Convention for the Prevention of Marine Pollution from Land-Based Sources AGREES to:

Recovery and disposal of mercury and cadmium batteries


1.
take appropriate steps as from 1 January 1992 to ensure that the



following types of batteries are collected separately with a view to their



recovery or disposal:




batteries and accumulators containing more than 25 mg mercury




per cell (except alkaline manganese batteries)




alkaline manganese batteries containing more than 0.025%




mercury by weight




batteries and accumulators containing more than 0.025%




cadmium by weight

2.
To this end:


a)
batteries shall be removable without the aid of special tools from any



appliance as from 1 January 1994 with the exceptions contained in the



Annex;


b)
batteries and, where appropriate, appliances into which they are



incorporated should be labelled with a recovery symbol as from 1



January 1992;


c)
the public should be informed about the danger of uncontrolled disposal



of spent batteries and the labelling of such batteries;


d)
the importer or manufacturer of batteries should inform the national



authorities about the amount of batteries imported or produced; and


e)
consideration should be given to establishing economic incentives to



encourage the recycling of batteries.

3.
promote the development and use of cadmium-free batteries and accumulators.

Mercury

4.
prohibit as from 1 January 1993 the marketing of:


-
alkaline manganese batteries for prolonged use in extreme conditions



(e.g. temperature below 0( C or above 50( C, exposed to shocks)



containing more than 0.05% of mercury by weight;


-
all other alkaline manganese batteries containing more than 0.025% of



mercury by weight.


Alkaline manganese button cells and batteries composed of button cells shall be


exempted from this prohibition.

5.
encourage the substitution of primary (not rechargeable) batteries of high


mercury content (i.e. those containing more than 1% by weight of mercury) with


suitable replacement such as zinc-air, silver or lithium batteries.

Cadmium

6.
aim for the collection and recycling of all batteries larger than 500 g and for the


collection of at least 80% of smaller batteries.









ANNEX TO PARCOM









DECISION 90/2




LIST OF CATEGORIES OF APPLIANCES



EXCLUDED FROM THE SCOPE OF PARAGRAPH 2a

1.
Appliances whose batteries are soldered, welded or otherwise permanently


attached to terminals to ensure continuity of power supply in demanding


industrial usage and to preserve memory and data functions in information


technology and business equipment, where the use of batteries and


accumulators covered by Paragraph 1 is technically necessary.

2.
Reference cells in scientific and professional equipment, and batteries and


accumulators in life supporting medical devices, such as medical monitors and


heart pace makers, where a continuous functioning is vital and where batteries


and accumulators may only be removed by qualified personnel.

3.
Professional and portable appliances intended to be used in the very sensitive


environments where change of batteries might present safety hazards for the


user.

Appliances, where the batteries and accumulators, according to this annex, cannot

easily be changed by the user, should be followed by an instruction to the user informing of the content of batteries or accumulators dangerous to the environment, and how to dispose of these in a safe way.

