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PARCOM Decision 95/1

on the Phasing Out of

Short Chained Chlorinated Paraffins* 

Considering that:

short chained, highly chlorinated paraffins, in particular those with carbon chain length between 10 and 13 and a chlorination level of >50%, have been found in the aquatic environment of industrial and non-industrial areas and in aquatic and terrestrial organisms;


these chlorinated paraffins are persistent substances;


these chlorinated paraffins have been shown to be toxic to aquatic organisms and bioaccumulative in certain species;


these chlorinated paraffins have been proven to be carcinogenic in rats and mice;


less environmentally hazardous substitutes are available for most major applications of these chlorinated paraffins.

The Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Prevention of Marine Pollution from Land-Based Sources DECIDE to:
Definitions
1.
For the purposes of this Decision:


“chlorinated paraffins” means mixtures of compounds that are manufactured by the chlorination of n-paraffins with carbon chain length between and including 10 and 36 and with a chlorination degree between 10 and 72% by weight;


“short chained chlorinated paraffins” means chlorinated paraffins with carbon chain lengths between and including 10 and 13 and with a chlorination degree of more than 48% by weight.

Scope
2.
This Decision applies to the following use categories for short chained chlorinated paraffins:


a.
use as plasticiser in paints and coatings;


b.
use as plasticiser in sealants;


c.
use in metal working fluids;


d.
use as flame retardant in rubber, plastics and textiles.

Programmes and Measures

3.
Phase out the use of short chained, chlorinated paraffins, in accordance with the deadlines stipulated under the time frame.

4.
Study all uses of chlorinated paraffins, which lead to diffuse discharges of these substances to sewer or to surface waters, with a view to reducing such uses and discharges.

5.
To exchange information on acceptable substitutes for chlorinated paraffins.

Time Frame
6.
Use in category b. above for plasticiser in sealants in dams and in category d., in conveyor belts for the exclusive use in underground mining: by 31 December 2004.

7.
All other uses of short chained chlorinated paraffins in categories 2a-2d: by 31 December 1999.

8.
Report on the progress in the implementation of this Decision to the OSPAR Secretariat in 1996, in 2000 and in 2005 in accordance with the Appendix.

Appendix

Implementation Reporting Format for PARCOM Decision 95/1 on 

the Phasing Out of Short Chained Chlorinated Paraffins

Table 1
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Notes

1.
Give information on specific measures taken to give effect to this Decision. 

2.
Provide information on any special difficulties encountered, such as practical or legal problems, in the implementation of this Decision.

3.
The reasons for not having fully implemented this Decision should be spelt out clearly and plans for full implementation should be reported.

4.
Report on any progress towards lifting the reservation on this Decision.

5.
State why this Decision in not applicable.

6.
Signatory to the Paris Convention and the OSPAR Convention.

7.
Contracting State to the OSPAR Convention

* 	Reservation the United Kingdom
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