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ANNEX 12

(Ref. §3.84)

OSLO AND PARIS CONVENTIONS FOR THE PREVENTION OF MARINE POLLUTION

SIXTEENTH JOINT MEETING OF THE OSLO AND PARIS COMMISSIONS

KARLSKRONA: 13-17 JUNE 1994

PARCOM Recommendation 94/7 on the Elaboration of

National Action Plans and Best Environmental Practice (BEP)

for the Reduction of Inputs to the Environment of

Pesticides from Agricultural Use*
RECOGNISING that:

a.
the use of some agricultural pesticides, although necessary to agriculture,  poses a threat to the marine environment;

b.
policy objectives and programmes of measures vary from one Contracting Party to another;

c.
several national pesticide risk reduction programmes (pesticides or similar products for agricultural use) have shown that the reduction of quantities used is one of the key elements in the strategy to reduce the risk of water pollution, but that this strategy should be complemented by other measures such as the implementation of Best Environmental Practice and better soil management in order to limit the transfer and the impact of pesticides;

d.
specific emission reduction measures also contribute to risk reduction;

e.
national reduction targets have been set, and achieved by some Contracting Parties;

f.
reduction of quantities used (and hence of emissions) requires a change in the practices of pesticide users;

g.
users can only change their behaviour if alternative practices are available;

The Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Prevention of Marine Pollution from Land-Based Sources RECOMMEND that:

1.
national authorities should draw up action programmes, preferably in cooperation with their agricultural organisations, containing an elaboration of the following instruments as appropriate:


a.
development of effective actions (BEP Codes development);

b.
transfer of knowledge by written information and by extension (BEP Code promotion);

c.
financial instruments;

d.
regular re-evaluation of approvals;

e.
specific use restrictions;



-
near surface waters



-
by aircraft



-
in protection zones


f.
equipment standards;


g.
training requirements;


h.
pesticide administration requirements;


i.
storage and rinsing provisions requirements;


j.
regulation of waste water discharges from point sources within farms;


k.
enforcement of regulations;

2.
national authorities should draw up Codes for Best Environmental Practice (BEP), containing at least an elaboration of how the following elements should be dealt with:


a.
rationalized purchase behaviour;


b.
storage;


c.
equipment preparation;


d.
filling;


e.
response to weather conditions (drift, run-off);


f.
special caution in certain conditions;


g.
equipment cleaning;


h.
dilute and concentrated residues;


i.
spent containers;


j.
notification.

3.
exchange of information between countries on research and development results and experiences with regulatory tools should be stimulated. Areas of particular interest may be:


-
actual ecological impacts;


-
pesticide air pollution;


-
economic instruments;


-
equipment standards;


-
mandatory inspection systems;


-
cost and benefits of different regulatory approaches.

4.
This Recommendation supersedes PARCOM Recommendation 93/3 on the Elaboration of National Action Plans and Best Environmental Practice for the Reduction of Inputs to the Environment of Pesticides from Agricultural Use

* 	Luxembourg cannot accept PARCOM Recommendation 94/7 (Luxembourg lifted its reservation in 2003)
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