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ANNEX 14




(Ref. § 4.111)

OSLO AND PARIS CONVENTIONS FOR THE PREVENTION OF MARINE POLLUTION

FIFTEENTH JOINT MEETING OF THE OSLO AND PARIS COMMISSIONS

BERLIN:  14-19 JUNE 1993

PARCOM RECOMMENDATION 93/5* 

CONCERNING INCREASES IN RADIOACTIVE DISCHARGES

FROM NUCLEAR REPROCESSING PLANTS

HAVING REGARD to the objectives as stated in Article 1 of the Paris Convention to take all possible steps to prevent pollution of the sea from land-based sources;

HAVING REGARD to the objectives of Article 5 of the Paris Convention to adopt measures to forestall and, as appropriate, eliminate pollution of the maritime area from land-based sources by radioactive substances;

RECALLING PARCOM Recommendation 88/4 on nuclear reprocessing plants;

RECALLING PARCOM Recommendation 91/4 on radioactive discharges;

NOTING that the Action Plan of the Oslo and Paris Commissions, 1992 has, as one of its objectives, the establishment of criteria for assessment and/or reporting on the use of the best available techniques to prevent and eliminate pollution by inputs of radioactive substances to the maritime area;

HAVING REGARD to the Final Declaration of the Ministerial Meeting of the Oslo and Paris Commissions at Paris 21‑22 September 1992, which endorsed the Commission's Action Plan and undertook to carry it forward and to instruct the Commission to adopt specific objectives and timetables for the programmes and measures for the prevention and elimination of pollution by substances, including radioactive substances;

HAVING REGARD to the fact that one of the priorities in the Ministerial Declaration for the future work of the Commission is a recognition of the need to reduce radioactive discharges from nuclear installations to the marine environment and agreement to work towards further reductions of such discharges by applying Best Available Techniques;

CONCERNED that the commissioning of the THORP plant at Sellafield will cause additional radioactive discharges from Sellafield into the Irish Sea, and thence into the remainder of the maritime area covered by the Paris Convention.

Contracting Parties to the Paris Convention for the Prevention of Marine Pollution from Land-Based Sources AGREE:

(i)
to adopt further measures, including the application of Best Available Techniques for the reduction or elimination of inputs of radioactive substances to the maritime area;

(ii)
that a new or revised discharge authorisation for radioactive discharges from nuclear reprocessing installations should only be issued by national authorities if special consideration is given to:

a.
information on the need for spent fuel reprocessing and on other options;

b.
a full environmental impact assessment;

c.
the demonstration that the planned discharges are based upon the use of the Best Available Techniques and observe the precautionary principle; and

d.
a consultation with the Paris Commission on the basis of a, b and c above.

* 	France and the UK have reservations on this Recommendation


	EEC abstained





