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OSPAR CONVENTION FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT OF THE NORTH-EAST ATLANTIC

MEETING OF THE OSPAR COMMISSION (OSPAR)
STOCKHOLM: 26-30 JUNE 2006

__________________________________________________________________________________________
OSPAR Recommendation 2006/2 Amending OSPAR Recommendation 2003/4 on Controlling the Dispersal of Mercury from Crematoria
RECALLING Article 2(1) and (3) and Article 22 of the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic (“OSPAR Convention”);

RECALLING that the OSPAR Commission has adopted Recommendation 2003/4 on Controlling the Dispersal of Mercury from Crematoria which commits Contracting Parties to apply best available techniques to prevent dispersal of mercury from crematoria and to report on the implementation and effectiveness of Recommendation 2003/4 using the reporting format at its Appendix 2; 

RECALLING that the OSPAR Commission has an obligation under Article 6 of the OSPAR Convention to assess the effectiveness of the measures that it has adopted;

RECOGNISING that such assessment of Recommendation 2003/4 needs to address the implications of the different cultural and societal issues associated with cremation which exist among Contracting Parties;

WISHING therefore to gather information on relevant cultural and societal issues which are not covered by the reporting format of OSPAR Recommendation 2003/4 as adopted;

The Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic RECOMMEND:

1.
The reporting format at Appendix 2 of OSPAR Recommendation 2003/4 is amended to include, at the end of section II of the implementation report on effectiveness, the following new paragraphs:

“If possible, please give information on the societal and cultural practices associated with cremation in your country which are relevant for the assessment of the reported data and information on the dispersal of mercury from crematoria, for example:

· what is the scale of cremation compared to burial?

· are crematoria small, with a low level of activity or located in local churchyards, or large installations serving a substantial area? (It may be helpful to give an indication of the average size of population served by a crematorium).
This information should be given in the first report made after 1 July 2006, and need not be repeated thereafter unless there is known to have been a substantial change”.

2.
This Recommendation has effect from 30 June 2006.
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