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THE HAGUE: 14 – 16 APRIL 1999

Format and procedures endorsed by ASMO for reporting basic information on national monitoring programmes in the maritime area

Introduction

This format and procedure describes the way to provide an annual overview of the monitoring programmes of the current year (year n
) and the status of data reporting of the executed programme in year n-2. The overview will consist of tables on every issue/compartment/region combination for monitoring within the maritime area and maps indicating the sampling locations of the programme of the current year (year n) similar to the overviews which were produced by the Netherlands initially (cf. SIME(2) 97/3/25).

Tables

The tables should contain information about the geographical sampling location, type of monitoring (e.g. spatial, trend or any other), the starting year of the monitoring at this location, the programmed frequency of sampling/analysing for a number of years (updated annually) and the reporting frequency to ICES.

Example: PCB’s in mussel in Region II
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TM: 
type of monitoring (Spatial, Temporal or Both)

SY = 
starting year of monitoring

Prog = 
programmed frequency

Rep = 
frequency reported to ICES

Maps

From the tables maps are produced of the programme for the current year (year n), although maps can be produced for any other year showing the programme or the locations for which data has been archived in the ICES database (maps of data availability are also available from www.ices.dk).

Information on the programme should be provided by Contracting Parties (CPs). Information about the frequency of data reported to ICES can easily be obtained from the inventory of the ICES database on the Internet.

Timetable and procedures

1.
By the 1st of August of each year, CPs should have reported to ICES their data collected in the previous year.

2.
On the 1st of September in year n-1 every CP receives from the OSPAR Secretariat the (Excel)-file (workbooks) containing the tables with the data reported up until that moment (based on the files the CP sent during the previous year). CPs should fill in the tables with:

a.
the details of their programme planned for year n;

b.
information on data reported to ICES relating to year n-2 (It is possible that a software tool (macro) will become available to automate this
).

Information in columns that should not be changed will be locked with a password. CPs should send the completed forms back to the Secretariat before the 15th of October.

3.
During the period from the 15th of October to the 15th of December of year n-1, the (Excel)-files have to be rearranged from the tables completed by the 12 CPs to tables for every issue
/compartment/region part of the monitoring within the maritime area.

4.
By 15th December of year n-1, the OSPAR Secretariat will have completed the tables and the maps can then be produced
. Both the tables and the maps are put together and this document is put forward by the 30th December of year n-1 to the Vice-Chairman of SIME responsible for monitoring.

5.
In January of year n, the Vice-Chairman should review the document and report his findings in the light of commitments made by CPs under the JAMP and the CEMP. This document should be a document for the SIME meeting, assuming the SIME meeting takes place in February of every year. It should be combined with the report from ICES on data submissions from Contracting Parties (cf. Inventory of JAMP/JMP data on contaminants at SIME 99/12/1, Annex 8).

Start-up

During March-August 1999, the Netherlands will:

· update and complete, as far as possible, on the basis of information currently available, the existing overview tables of national monitoring programmes in the above format

· endeavour to automate the reporting on “data reported to ICES” (i.e. create a “macro”).

�	Assuming that the relevant OSPAR subsidiary body (currently SIME) meets early in year n.


� 	During the update of the overviews during 1999 by the Netherlands (cf. Start-up) it will be automated as much as possible.


� 	e.g. “metals”, i.e. not per individual determinand.


� 	Arrangements for the preparation of maps have to be elaborated.
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