Quality Assurance Procedures

In 1990, the Oslo and Paris Commissions adopted the following policy of QA (OSPAR 12/16/1, § 8.12):

· Contracting Parties acknowledge that only reliable information can provide the basis for effective and economic environmental policy and management regarding the Convention area;

· Contracting Parties acknowledge that environmental information is the product of a chain of activities, constituting programme design, execution, evaluation and reporting, and that each activity has to meet certain quality assurance requirements;

· Contracting Parties agree that quality assurance requirements be set for each of these activities;

· Contracting Parties agree to make sure that suitable resources are available nationally (e.g. ships, laboratories) in order to achieve these goals;

· Contracting Parties fully commit themselves to following the guidelines adopted within the framework of the Commissions in accordance with this procedure of quality assurance.
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