OSPAR 03/17/1, paragraph 4.17. Agreement on Sand and Gravel Extraction

4.17
OSPAR therefore agreed (reference number: 2003-15) that: 

a.
Contracting Parties which are coastal states of the maritime area should take the ICES Guidelines for the Management of Marine Sediment Extraction into account within their procedures for authorising the extraction of marine sediments (including sand and gravel);

b.
the procedures of such Contracting Parties for authorising the extraction of marine sediments should also take into account the ecosystem-based approach to management of human activities;

c.
when and where they consider it appropriate, such Contracting Parties should develop general plans covering the extraction of marine sediments in parts of the maritime area under their jurisdiction, in order to provide a framework for the procedures on individual applications, and should carry out strategic environmental assessment (SEA) of those plans;

d.
authorisations for the extraction of marine sediments from any ecologically sensitive site (such as a nature reserve, a national park, a NATURA 2000 site, a Ramsar site etc). should only be granted after:

(i)
consideration of an environmental impact assessment (EIA) of the effects of the extraction proposed at that site, in accordance with the ICES Guidelines; and

(ii)
in the case of such Contracting Parties as are EU Member States, where the site is designated under the EC Habitats Directives
, the proposal for the extraction of marine sediments has been subject to the procedures laid down in Article 6 of that Directive;

(iii)
in the case of other such Contracting Parties, where a site is subject to protective measures, but over-riding public interests require the extraction of marine sediments with a consequential significant adverse impact on the site, all necessary steps are taken to avoid adverse impacts on the functioning of the ecosystem of which it forms part and, where the site has been designated as an OSPAR marine protected area, on the coherence of the OSPAR network of marine protected areas.

�	Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora.
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