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OSPAR 10/23/1-E, Annex 27
OSPAR Recommendation 2010/5 on assessments of environmental impact in relation to threatened and/or declining species and habitats
Preamble

RECALLING Article 2(1) of the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic (‘the OSPAR Convention’),
RECALLING Annex V to the OSPAR Convention on the protection and conservation of the ecosystems and biological diversity of the maritime area, and in particular its Article 3(1)(b)(ii), which makes it a duty of the OSPAR Commission to develop means, consistent with international law, for instituting protective, conservation, restorative or precautionary measures related to specific areas or sites or related to specific species or habitats,
RECALLING Article 4 of Annex V, which provides that no programme or measure concerning a question relating to the management of fisheries shall be adopted under that Annex,
RECALLING the adoption by the OSPAR Commission of the OSPAR List of threatened and/or declining species and habitats (OSPAR Agreement 2008-6) which was adopted by the OSPAR Commission to guide the setting of priorities for its activities in implementing Annex V to the Convention,
RECALLING the OSPAR Case Reports for the OSPAR List of Threatened and/or Declining Species and Habitats (OSPAR publication 2008/358) providing the evidence for the development of the OSPAR List,
RECALLING the series of OSPAR background documents published on the OSPAR website on the species and habitats listed by OSPAR that examine their current status and the need for actions to ensure the protection of each species or habitat,
RECALLING that the OSPAR Quality Status Report 2010 concluded that the UN target of reducing the loss of biodiversity by 2010 is far from being achieved in the North-East Atlantic and that there is an urgent need for effective protection and conservation of the threatened and/or declining species and habitats on the OSPAR List,
RECALLING EU legislation, namely the European Directives 85/337/EEC and 97/11/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the environment, and Directive 2001/42/EC on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and programmes on the environment, and NOTING FURTHER corresponding legislation of other Contracting Parties,
RECOGNISING the conclusion of the Quality Status Report 2010 that pressures from human activities on the marine environment are increasing and that there is a need better understand and address the environmental impacts of human activities, individually or cumulatively, on vulnerable marine habitats and species,
The Contracting Parties to the Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic RECOMMEND:

1.
Purpose and Scope

1.1. 
The purpose of this Recommendation is to support the protection and conservation of species and habitats on the OSPAR List of threatened and/or declining species and habitats, through assessments of environmental impacts of human activities.

2.
Programmes and Measures

2.1
When assessments of environmental impacts of human activities that may affect the marine environment of the OSPAR maritime area are prepared, Contracting Parties should ensure they take account of the relevant species and habitats on the OSPAR List of threatened and/or declining species and habitats (OSPAR Agreement 2008-6).
2.2
The assessment referred to in paragraph 2.1 above should consider threats identified in the Background Documents on species and habitats on the OSPAR List published on the OSPAR website and other relevant documentation.
3.
Entry into Force

3.1
This Recommendation has effect from 24 September 2010.
4.
Implementation reports

4.1
Contracting Parties should report by 31 December 2011 to the OSPAR Commission on their implementation of this Recommendation and subsequently thereafter as decided by the OSPAR Commission.
4.2
When reporting on implementation, the format at Appendix 1 should be used as far as possible.











Appendix 1
Format for implementation reports concerning OSPAR Recommendation 2010/5 on assessments of environmental impact in relation to threatened and/or declining species and habitats

(Note: In accordance with Section  4 of the Recommendation, this format should be used as far as possible in implementation reports)
I.
Implementation Report on Compliance

	Country:
	


	Reservation applies:
	yes/no*


	Is measure applicable in your country ?
	yes/no*


If not applicable, then state why not 

Means of Implementation:

	by legislation
	by administrative action
	by negotiated agreement

	yes/no*
	yes/no*
	yes/no*


Please provide information on:

a.
specific measures taken to give effect to this measure;

b.
any special difficulties encountered, such as practical or legal problems, in the implementation of this measure;

c.
any reasons for not having fully implemented this measure should be spelt out clearly and plans for full implementation should be reported.

*	Delete whichever is not appropriate.
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