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OSPAR Convention  

The Convention for the Protection of the 
Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic 
(the “OSPAR Convention”) was opened for 
signature at the Ministerial Meeting of the 
former Oslo and Paris Commissions in Paris 
on 22 September 1992. The Convention 
entered into force on 25 March 1998. The 
Contracting Parties are Belgium, Denmark, the 
European Union, Finland, France, Germany, 
Iceland, Ireland, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, 
Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland 
and the United Kingdom. 

 

 

Convention OSPAR  

La Convention pour la protection du milieu 
marin de l'Atlantique du Nord-Est, dite 
Convention OSPAR, a été ouverte à la 
signature à la réunion ministérielle des 
anciennes Commissions d'Oslo et de Paris,  
à Paris le 22 septembre 1992. La Convention 
est entrée en vigueur le 25 mars 1998.  
Les Parties contractantes sont l'Allemagne,  
la Belgique, le Danemark, l’Espagne, la 
Finlande, la France, l’Irlande, l’Islande, le 
Luxembourg, la Norvège, les Pays-Bas, le 
Portugal, le Royaume-Uni de Grande Bretagne  
et d’Irlande du Nord, la Suède, la Suisse  
et l’Union européenne.  
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Update with regard to the use as active ingredient in plant protection products 

Since the submission of t he background document in 2005, trifluralin was subject of an in-detail evaluation 
within the p rogramme of Directive 91/4 14/EEC with regar d to an i nclusion into the list of acti ve substances 
(Annex I of Directive 91/414/EEC). 

A co nsortium of Europe an co mpanies manufacturing tr ifluralin (“European Un ion T rifluralin Ta sk Fo rce - 
EUTTF”) was formed i n March 2001 by agreement between Agan Chemical Manufacturers Ltd. of Ashd od, 
Israel a nd Di ntec Agroquí mica Pro dutos Químicos Lda. of Mad eira, Portug al. Dintec is a n inco rporated 
company formed in 1994 between Dow AgroSciences, B.V., established at Rotterdam, The Netherlands, and 
I.Pi.Ci. S.p.A. Industria Prodotti Chimi ci (I.Pi.Ci.), es tablished at Novate, Mila nese, Italy. T his con sortium 
applied for the inclusion of trifluralin into Annex I of the EU-Directive 91/414/EEC ("placing of plant protection 
products on the market") in 2001.  

The Draft Assessment Report (DAR) was fin alised in Ju ly 2003 and submitted by the  Rapporteur Member 
State (RMS) Greece to the European Commission and the European Food Safety Agency (EFSA). 

Following several commenting p eriods, and  EFSA Eval uation Meetings th e Memb er States agreed in  
September 2007 not to include trifluralin into Annex I of Directive 91/414/EEC due to insufficient informat ion 
with regard to: 

 the aquatic risk assessment 

 the toxicity of certain metabolites to sediment dwelling organisms 

 the consumer exposure for non-cereal applications. 

In addition to that, concerns were identified with regard to 

 the high toxicity to aquatic organisms, in particular fish 

 the high potential for bioaccumulation 

 the high persistence in soil, and  

 the potential for long range transport via air. 

On 29 Se ptember 2007, the Commi ssion Deci sion No. 2007/629/EC (n otified und er d ocument nu mber 
C(2007) 4282) which did not include trifluralin into Annex I of Directive 9 1/414/EEC was published in t he 
Official Journal of the Europea n Union (L 255/42 ). With  this co nclusion Member States were re quested to 
withdraw authorizations for Plant Prote ction Products containing trifluralin as a ctive ingredient by 28 March  
2008 at the  latest. In addition to that, Member States we re reque sted not to grant  or not to rene w 
authorizations of  Plant Protection  Pro ducts with  this ac tive i ngredient from th e date  of publication of t he 
Decision (29 September 2007).  

In Ja nuary 2 009, a dditional informatio n con cerning the ri sk a ssessment were submitted by EUTTF  a nd 
discussed between EFSA and the EU-Member States. 

Considering all available i nformation, on 25 June 2010, the Europea n Commission p roposed again not  to 
include triflu ralin into An nex I of Directive 91/414/E EC. With thi s d ecision (2 010/355/EU) trifluralin i s no 
longer authorized as Plant Protection Product and has been phased out in the European Union. 
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Update with regard to Registration under the European REACH Regulation, 
and the Regulation on Classification and Labelling (CLP Regulation) 

Within the no tification under the Europ ean Regulation on Classification and Labelling (Regulation (EC) No. 
1272/2008), several do ssiers were su bmitted to t he Europea n Chemicals Ag ency propo sing cla ssification 
and labelling of trifluralin. 

Within th e p re-registration pe riod of the Europ ean REA CH Regulatio n in  2010, i n tota l 57 registrants 
announced an interest to regi ster tri fluralin. Ho wever, no re gistration was submitted within the first  
registration period till December 2010.  

 

Update with regard to consider trifluralin as a Persistent Organic Pollutant 

In 2007, the Europ ean Union proposed to add trifluralin  to the Protocol to the Convention on Long-Range 
Transboundary Air Pollution on Persistent Organic Pollutants (LRTAP Protocol on POPs).  

The European Commission prepared a dossier in support of a proposal for trifluralin to be considered as a 
candidate for inclusion in the Annex 1 o f the LRTAP Protocol on POPs. In December 2008, the Task Force 
on POPs wa s req uested to scrutinize the nominati on for co mpliance with th e POPs criteria und er the  
Protocol and to start exploring management options for trifluralin. 

At the meetings in 2009 and 2010 the task Force on POPs was not able to reach consensus on considering 
trifluralin as POP under the Protocol. The task force st ill questioned whether sufficient information existed to 
suggest that the substance is likely to have significant adverse human health and/or environmental effects as 
a result of its Long Range Atmospheric Transport.  

In September 2011, the Worki ng Group on Strategies and Review took note of new info rmation on trifluralin 
as presented  by Canad a and de cided to forwa rd it to  the Executive Body  for con sideration in furth er 
deliberations and  de cisions on p ossible a dditional amen dments to th e Pro tocol on Pe rsistent Orga nic 
Pollutants. 

In December 2011, the Executive Body requested the Working Group on Strategies and Review to defer any 
work on the Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants (Protocol on POPs) in 2012, and decided to address 
the issu e furt her at the meeting of  the Executive Body in Dece mber 20 12, takin g into accou nt ongoin g 
activities under the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants. 

Till De cember 2 011, trifl uralin was n ot nominate d for con sideration a s a POP unde r the Stockhol m 
convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants. 

Germany is still convinced that trifluralin is fulfilling the criteria and need to be considered as POP under the 
Protocol on Persistent Organic Pollutants and the Stockholm convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants.  

 

Conclusions 

As there is  an up to date dossier for a review of the OSPAR Background Document on trifluralin, a revis ion 
seems to be unnecessary for the moment. 

The p re-registrations under the REACH-Regulation indi cate th at seve ral companies i n Europ e a re still 
manufacturing or imp orting trifluralin to  the Europ ean Union. When the re gistrations become available, t he 
need for additional activities to address the remaining concerns should be considered. 
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