
	
	
	ANNEX 26
(Ref. §13.2)

	OSPAR Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the North-East Atlantic

	Meeting of the OSPAR Commission

Ostend: 22–26 June 2015


Terms of Reference for the Coordination Group (CoG)

(Source: OSPAR 11/20/1, Annex 21, OSPAR 14/21/1, Annex 41. OSPAR Agreement 11-04)

1. The function of the Coordination Group (CoG) is to ensure integration of OSPAR work and delivery of the Ecosystem Approach in line with the OSPAR Strategy. CoG is a high-level subsidiary body of OSPAR comprising representatives of all Contracting Parties supported by their technical experts as appropriate, Observers, and the Chairs of all main Committees. CoG should meet annually unless otherwise specified by the OSPAR Commission.

Key activities

2. In accordance with the OSPAR Strategy, CoG shall integrate and give guidance to the work of OSPAR through:

a. Delivery of the ecosystem approach, making sure that all elements for its implementation are taken into account, including integrated management of human activities, weighting of priorities and resource implications;
b. Coordinating the facilitation by OSPAR of Contracting Parties in their implementation of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD) within the OSPAR Maritime Area;
c. 
Managing the environmental assessment and monitoring under the JAMP
, with a particular focus on:
i.
Oversight of Theme A of the Joint Assessment and Monitoring Programme (JAMP) including any holistic assessments needed in future to assess the status of the North-East Atlantic;
ii. Coordination of monitoring and assessment activity across Committees and subsidiary bodies as described in the JAMP and CEMAP
;

d.
Coordinate the work of the main Committees in facilitating the development of common indicators (building on EcoQOs where relevant) by Contracting Parties;

e.
Key cross-cutting issues (projects) as identified by OSPAR; and

f.
Whether there is sufficient flow of information between main Committees.
3. In doing so CoG should pay particular attention to the conclusions and recommendations of the QSR 2010, the OSPAR MSFD Roadmap, the JAMP 2014-2021 and cooperation with other European Regional Seas Conventions where appropriate.

Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD
)

4. CoG shall coordinate the facilitation by OSPAR of Contracting Parties in their implementation of the MSFD in accordance with the Road Map developed by OSPAR. To this end the CoG shall:

General

a. Initiate closer coordination at the sub-regional level and consider establishing regional task teams if appropriate,
b. Facilitate making best use of the benefits of working jointly with other European Regional Seas Conventions to allow comparisons across borders of respective maritime areas,
With regard to Initial Assessments and subsequent cycles of the MSFD

c. Identify whether any collective OSPAR actions are necessary to address data gaps identified in the QSR 2010 to be taken forward by the main Committees,
d. Identify work on socio-economic aspects to be taken forward by the main Committees,
With regard to determination of Good Environmental Status and development of associated targets and indicators

e. Consider how far OSPAR could assist in the development of regional targets and indicators for the MSFD taking into account developments of criteria and methodological standards in the European Union,
f. Coordinate the work of the main Committees in facilitating the development of targets and indicators by Contracting Parties, 

With regard to monitoring and assessment

g. Consider where collective OSPAR action on monitoring and assessment activities (linked to GES) could most coherently and cost effectively be carried out,
h. Take account of new and emerging issues in the period 2014–2021 and foster the implementation of the JAMP to support coordination of Contracting Parties (sub)regional monitoring requirements stemming from the MSFD, 

With regard to programmes and measures

i. Consider whether the measures required to achieve the objectives of the MSFD are coherent and coordinated across the OSPAR Convention Area.

JAMP

5. 
Working closely with the main Committees and taking into account their annual reports, CoG shall have oversight of the periodic review of the condition of the Maritime Area, and the overall effectiveness of the measures taken and planned, providing advice on priorities for action in accordance with Article 6 and Annex IV of the OSPAR Convention. To this end CoG shall implement Theme A of the JAMP.

Key cross-cutting issues and integration of OSPAR work

6. 
CoG shall take oversight of cross-cutting issues, specifically but not limited to:

a. Marine spatial planning,
b. Socio-economics,
c. Cumulative effects,
d. Climate change related issues, including ocean acidification.
7. 
CoG shall also consider progress reports from each Committee.
Operation

8.
The Chair of the Commission or his/her nominee shall chair CoG.

9. 
CoG shall report annually on its work to the OSPAR Commission and advise the OSPAR Commission on specific questions related to its work remitted to it by the OSPAR Commission.

10.
If needed CoG may establish ICGs as required to progress individual products set out in its annual Programme of Work.
� 	Reflecting OSPAR Joint Assessment and Monitoring Programme (JAMP) 2014–2021 (Agreement 2014-02)


� JAMP 2014-2021 and CEMAP (OSPAR Coordinated Environmental Monitoring and Assessment Programme, formerly the OSPAR Coordinated Environmental Monitoring Programme (CEMP) Reference number: 2010-1, amended in 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014)


�	Iceland, Norway and Switzerland are not Members of the European Union. As members of the European Economic Area (EEA), Iceland and Norway are bound by certain EU legislation, while Switzerland has not committed itself to apply any EU legislation in the scope of the OSPAR Convention. These three countries contribute on the basis of relevant OSPAR measures, equivalent national legislation and EU legislation by which they are bound (if relevant).
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