OSPAR Indicator Assessment – Integrated Indicator Assessment – Template Guidance & Template
This OSPAR Integrated Indicator Assessment Template and Guidance document has been structured and styled using the agreed Guidance on the Production of an OSPAR Intermediate Assessment (OSPAR Agreement 25-04).
An interactive wiki version of OSPAR Agreement 25-04 has been prepared: https://github.com/osparcomm/IntermediateAssessment/wiki/Intermediate-Assessment-Guidance-Document 
[bookmark: _Toc170804654][bookmark: _Toc188353128]Integrated Indicator Assessment – Assessment Package Checklist
The assessment submission will only be considered complete by the relevant Committee and ICG-QSR once the checklist below is completed and all content are submitted. The listed components facilitate the process of assessment publication, incomplete submissions will lead to delays in publication. All section references relate to OSPAR Agreement 25-04.
	Deliverable
	Description
	Included?

	Assessment template
	Completed Microsoft Word template, including all extended sections. High resolution Figures and Tables inserted in the text where they are referenced (see: §4.1.1. Assessment template guidance)
	☐
	Writing and Style Guidance
	Review and apply the Writing and Style Guidance (see: §Annex 5. Writing and Style Guidance)
	☐
	Assessment units
	All assessments must clearly define the Assessment Units used as explicit boundaries on a map in a Geographic Information Systems (GIS) compatible ESRI Shapefile and by delivering the Shapefile as part of the final assessment package. The AU Shapefile will be published on ODIMS and linked to the final published assessment in OAP (see: §4.2.3. Assessment units)
	☐
	MSFD table
	Completed Microsoft Excel template	Comment by Chris Moulton: This text will be linked pending finalisation
	☐
	Image consent form
	Complete image consent forms for any media included in the assessment
	☐
	Plagiarism declaration
	Authors have noted the plagiarism declaration
	☐

Integrated Indicator Assessments are comprehensive, technical products that bring together data and information from several Indicator Assessments, Non-Indicator Assessments and other agreed sources, to provide conclusions on specific overarching topics or themes. The methods used to create integrated Indicator Assessments are to be defined in a CEMP Guideline, for example, CEMP Guideline for Marine Birds thematic assessment integration method, https://www.ospar.org/documents?d=51180. 



OSPAR Integrated Indicator Assessment Template
Title
Guidance:
Full title of the assessment. Previous iterations of the assessment should be considered to ensure clear linkages are made..




Insert ‘Title’ text here

Executive SummaryGuidance:
A brief description of what the indicator is and what the assessment outcome shows. This should be a non-technical, non-scientific description for a general or policy audience. 50 word limit.





Insert ‘Executive Summary’ text here


ConclusionGuidance: 
Conclusion on the assessment of the indicator. A description of what the results of the assessment show, any conclusions/implications/limitations/confidence. See also: Annex 2. Confidence Guidance
Outlook of change/direction; estimate by when achieving the assessment value/threshold and/or target values is expected. 
Trend and/or direction of change between the assessment periods, the trend in the long-term, taking account of changing human activities and environmental factors.
The limitations and confidence of the Indicator Assessment should be described in language for a general and policy audience. 
Language should be easily understandable for a non-scientific audience – avoid citations and scientific names. This section must stand alone and not reference the extended section.










OSPAR Indicator Assessment Template
Insert ‘Conclusion’ content here

1

ReferencesGuidance: 
All references should use the HARVARD system. 
Many free referencing tools are available online. A guide to Harvard referencing can be found here. https://www.citethisforme.com/harvard-referencing
Author, X.Y., Date YYYY, Title. Organisation or Journal, Location, Number of pages (e.g., 123 pp) or pages (12-15)
Title. Organisation, Location, date YYYY. Publication Ref. Number of Pages








Insert ‘References’ text here
ContributorsGuidance:
Lead author(s): List the lead author(s), in the order they should appear in the citation if there is more than one lead author. 
Supporting author(s): List of supporting authors in alphabetical order, determined by the lead authors. 
Supported by: List the expert group name, relevant ICG and relevant committee.






Insert ‘Contributors’ text, below:
Lead author(s):
Supporting author(s): 
Supported by:

CitationGuidance:
Author, C., Support-Author, D, 202x. [Title of indicator]. In: OSPAR, 2029: The 2029 Intermediate Assessment for the North-East Atlantic. OSPAR Commission, London.
Note: Lead authors go first (in the order they decide if more than one), the list of supporting authors is determined by the lead authors, and these go in alphabetical order.







Update ‘Citation’ text, below:
Author, C., Support-Author, D, 202x. [Title of indicator]. In: OSPAR, 2029: The 2029 Intermediate Assessment for the North-East Atlantic. OSPAR Commission, London.
[bookmark: _Assessment_Metadata]
Assessment Metadata
	Field
	Data Type
	Guidance

	Assessment type
	List
	Indicator Assessment

	Summary results
	URL
	Link to completed MSFD table, using the Excel template.

	
	
	[Guidance: Insert filename included in package here]

	SDG Indicator
	List
	List the appropriate SDG indicators.

	
	
	[Guidance: Choose from the options listed below, extracted from: https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/indicators/Global-Indicator-Framework-after-2024-refinement-English.pdf:
14.1 By 2025, prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds, in particular from land-based activities, including marine debris and nutrient pollution
14.1.1 (a) Index of coastal eutrophication; and (b) plastic debris density
14.2 By 2020, sustainably manage and protect marine and coastal ecosystems to avoid significant adverse impacts, including by strengthening their resilience, and take action for their restoration in order to achieve healthy and productive oceans
14.2.1 Number of countries using ecosystem-based approaches to managing marine areas
14.3 Minimize and address the impacts of ocean acidification, including through enhanced scientific cooperation at all levels
14.3.1 Average marine acidity (pH) measured at agreed suite of representative sampling stations
14.5 By 2020, conserve at least 10 per cent of coastal and marine areas, consistent with national and international law and based on the best available scientific information
14.5.1 Coverage of protected areas in relation to marine areas]

	Thematic Activity
	List
	List the appropriate thematic activity header

	
	
	[Guidance: Choose from the options listed below:
Biological Diversity and Ecosystems - Integrating management actions
Biological Diversity and Ecosystems - Management of human activities
Biological Diversity and Ecosystems - Management of specific human pressures
Biological Diversity and Ecosystems - Marine protected areas (MPAs)
Biological Diversity and Ecosystems - Targeted actions for the protection and conservation of species, habitats and ecosystem processes
Eutrophication
Hazardous Substances
Offshore Oil and Gas Industry
Radioactive Substances]

	Relevant OSPAR Documentation
	Text
	OSPAR-relevant Publication, Decision, Recommendation or Other Agreement.

	
	
	[Guidance: Use the following naming protocols:
[OSPAR Publication] [YYYY]-[publication number] [title]
[OSPAR Recommendation] [YYYY]-[number] [title]
[OSPAR Decision] [YYYY]-[number] [title]
[OSPAR Agreement] [YYYY]-[number] [title]

	Date of publication
	Date
	Date the assessment is published

	
	
	[Guidance: To be completed by the Secretariat upon publication]

	Conditions applying to access and use
	URL
	The default is the OSPAR Data policy which is CC-BY for assessments (https://oap.ospar.org/en/data-policy/) and CC0 for data (https://odims.ospar.org/en/data_policy/) 

	
	
	[Guidance: add information regarding additional licencing requirements]

	Data Snapshot
	URL
	Link to all data underpinning the assessment and any associated coding or scripts that have been applied to the data to run the assessment. 
These can be supplied in the native format, e.g., spreadsheets, databases, R code, Visual Basic script, in a single zip file and the Secretariat will make them available via Github.

	
	
	[Guidance: Insert ‘Data Snapshot’ filename(s) included in package here]

	Data Results
	URL
	Link to the final results file(s) generated by the assessment e.g., shapefile, MS Excel spreadsheet

	
	
	[Guidance: Insert ‘Data Results’ filename(s) included in package here]

	Data Source
	URL
	Links to live versions of the data sources used in the assessment.
This may be to datasets hosted by ICES, OSPAR, etc.

	
	
	[Guidance: Insert links to ‘live’ data sources used in the assessment. This may be datasets hosted by ICES, OSPAR, etc.]


[bookmark: _Image_consent_form]Image consent form
The image consent form can be downloaded from the OSPAR website at the link below. Complete as many image consent forms as required:
https://www.ospar.org/site/assets/files/1291/image_consent_form_cc_and_copyright_oct2022_fill.pdf
[bookmark: _Plagiarism_declaration]Plagiarism declaration
Authors are responsible for ensuring that the work, data, and figures presented in the assessments are accurately referenced and properly acknowledged.
