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Convention Objectives
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SDG Context
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Conservation of living marine resources

• Depth limits to gill nets
• Lost and abandoned fishing gear
• Bans of targeted fisheries, e.g. on 

sharks, deep sea sharks, rays…
• Protection of vulnerable marine 

ecosystems (VMEs)

CartoonStock.com
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NEAFC measure to protect Vulnerable Marine Ecosystems

VME closures

Existing bottom 
fisheries areas

Restricted bottom 
fishing areas

• Continued fishing only in (green) existing 
bottom-fisheries areas

• VME Bottom fishing closures (red)

• Restricted bottom fishing areas - only 
possible to fish after meeting strict 
criteria (buff).
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Monitoring and Enforcing Bottom Fisheries Bans
• Vessel Monitoring System

• Electronic Log books and reporting

• Joint surveillance 

• Control of non-Contracting Parties

• Port State Control

• Illegal Unreported and Unregulated 
fishing lists

• Automated catch and transhipment 
reporting

• Inspection at Sea and Ports
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Best Available Ecosystem based scientific advice
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Other Competent Bodies

Image: Kees Torn, Wikicommons
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• 2000s early meetings between OSPAR 
and NEAFC 

• 2004 MOU; attendance at each others 
meetings. 

• 2014 collective arrangement signed

• 2015 onwards annual meetings (ex 
COVID) under collective arrangement, 
including other organisations

OSPAR and NEAFC Engagement 
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Progress under collective arrangement…

Liam Quinn via Wikimedia Commons
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Example: Consultation on OSPAR Seabird MPA
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Common Objectives – Differing Competences
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Other Effective Area-based Conservation Measures(?)

Irminger Sea redfish closure 2022-2024?

Blue ling closure?

Rockall haddock box?

Gill net ban in less than 200m?

VME Recommendation?
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Ongoing engagement…
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