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Terms of Reference for an Intersessional Correspondence Group to consider the assessment methodologies required to evaluate progress against NEAES 2030 (ICG-RAM)
Introduction
1. ICG RAM was first convened by RSC(2) 2022 to consider whether existing assessment methodologies and reporting approaches are fit for purpose for NEAES 2030 or whether new arrangements are required.
1. ICG reported to RSC 2023 as in RSC 23/04/01 and RSC 23/05/01 and RSC agreed to reconvene the ICG to finalise the work taking into account the input from the meeting and report back to RSC in 2024. RSC23 also noted that the issue of good enough Minimum Detectable Activity (MDA)s remained unresolved and that there would be benefit in collating information on national approaches to setting and reporting MDAs.
1. RSC 2024 considered documents RSC 24/03/01, RSC 24/04/01 and RSC 24/04/02 which were reports from ICG RAM on discharges, environmental concentrations and MDAs respectively. RSC 2024 agreed that the ICG should continue its work to define common indictors for radioactive substances.
1. RSC 2025 agreed the common indicators for discharges from the nuclear sector and environmental concentration of artificial radionuclides and tasked the ICG with developing appropriate agreements. 
1. RSC 2026 agreed that the ICG should reconvened to finalise the common indictor for discharges from the oil and gas sector. RSC have also agreed that ICG-RAM is a suitable group to progress changes to the annual nuclear discharge assessment process carried out by the EAP. 
1. This intersessional work will also contribute to task S3:01-T6, S3:02-T4, S3:04-T1 of the NEAES implementation plan.

Objectives
1. Define common OSPAR indicators related to radioactive substances, in a form suitable for publication as an OSPAR Agreement and to submit to RSC for approval. 
Scope of work 

1. [bookmark: _Hlk158560352]Finalise the OSPAR common indicator for ‘discharges of radionuclides from the oil and gas non-nuclear sub-sector’. Members of the ICG will develop the structure and format of the annual assessment reports taking into account the related discussions at RSC 2026. This includes:
7.  Reviewing the functionality of the Online Assessment Portal (OAP) with involvement of the secretariat following agreement at RSC 2026 that the OAP will be the primary means of communicating the annual discharge data assessment with external stakeholders.
7. Agreeing the content and format of the assessment summary and presentation made to RSC each year by the EAP
7. Considering the possibility and content of an annual assessment dashboard that can be used on the OSPAR website and in other publications. 

This group will aim to carry out a virtual meeting in spring 2026 to set out and agree tasks and a timetable to deliver this work.

Participants and mode of work
1. The ICG will be co-convened by the United Kingdom (Adam Stackhouse), with participation from Belgium, France, Norway, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, World Nuclear Association and the IAEA. In accordance with OSPAR Rules of Procedure, the ICG will be opened to all Contracting Parties and Observers. 
1. The ICG will work via correspondence and virtual meetings. Face-to-face meetings, if appropriate.
Timetable
1. Key milestone of the ICG including:

	Date
	Action

	13 March
	Contracting Parties to review and provide comments on draft common indictor for discharges from oil and gas industry

	20 March  
	Comments addressed and updated version of common indicator posted to SharePoint

	23 March – 3 April 
	Virtual Meeting to discuss any outstanding issues on common indicator and agree way forward and develop further timetable if required.

	December
	Virtual Meeting to finalise documents for RSC 2027.
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