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[bookmark: _Hlk58229332]Terms of reference for the Radioactive Substances Committee Expert Assessment Panel 
Background
1.	The Radioactive Substances Committee Expert Assessment Panel (EAP) carry out annual tasks for the post-reporting data management of data reported to OSPAR on environmental concentrations and discharges. The EAP for nuclear and non-nuclear discharges also carry out annual assessments of the data, which are published as part of the annual reports required under OSPAR Agreements 2013-10 and 2013-11. The Monitoring Programme for Concentrations of Radioactive Substances in the Marine Environment is in accordance with OSPAR Agreement 2005-08. The EAP for environmental concentrations will also carry out annual assessments of the data which are published as part of annual reports.
2.	The EAP for nuclear discharges has agreed to convene an intersessional working group under ICG-RAM to produce new assessment products which will be presented to RSC 2027. This work is detailed in the Terms of Reference for ICG-RAM.
Organisation of work
3.	The EAP for environmental concentrations will be convened by Alastair Dewar (United Kingdom) with support from the IAEA, Christophe Ardois (France) and the OSPAR Secretariat.
4.	The EAP for discharges from nuclear data will be convened by Andrew Pynn (United Kingdom), Coralie Nyffenegger (France), and the OSPAR Secretariat.
5.	The EAP for discharges from non-nuclear data will be convened by Rune Pettersen (Norway) and Alicia Vidal-Allard (France) with the support from the OSPAR Secretariat.
Scope of work
6.	The EAP will check and agree the annual data for environmental concentrations and discharges from nuclear and non-nuclear sectors each year, contacting Contracting Parties when necessary.
7.	The EAP will investigate any issue related to the reporting of environmental concentrations or discharges raised by Contracting Parties or recorded in the summary record of annual RSC meetings.
8.	In addition, the EAP for nuclear discharges will:
a. Conduct an annual assessment for discharges from the nuclear sector each year;
b. Present a summary of the annual assessment for nuclear discharge data;
c. Draft an Executive Summary for the assessment report for nuclear discharge data.
9.	The EAP for non-nuclear discharges will: 
a. Conduct an annual assessment for discharges from the non-nuclear sector each year;
b. Present a summary of the annual assessment for non-nuclear discharge data;
a. Draft an Executive Summary for the assessment report for non-nuclear discharge data. 
10.	The EAP for environmental concentrations will:
a. Prepare an annual assessment report on environmental concentration data
b. Draft an Executive Summary for the assessment report for environmental data
c. [bookmark: _Hlk191372157]Circulate a questionnaire on sample preparation to Contracting Parties ( March 2027) and collate the results. Consider amendments to the concentration reporting templates for RSC 2027.
d. Review existing documents on MDAs (RSC 13/08/04-E(L), RSC 24/04/02 and RSC 24/04/02 add.1)
e. Initiate review of the monitoring agreement (document 2005-8, 2018 revision), adding data validation, sample preparation and MDA information for RSC 2027
f. The EAP will investigate the efficiency of existing assessment methods for environmental concentrations, linking into work by ICG-DATA and OSPAR secretariat work on OSPAR data flows
g. The EAP will liaise with IAEA (Paul McGinnity) regarding the quality control processes/steps for data ingestion into the MARIS database
Working Arrangements 
11. 	The EAP will work via correspondence and will meet as needed.
Timetable for annual work cycle
	Task
	Deadline
	Who

	Submit annual data on discharges from the nuclear and non-nuclear sectors
	30 September each year
	CPs

	Submit annual data on environmental concentrations from 2025
	30 November each year
	CPs

	[bookmark: _Hlk64442981]Send environmental concentration data to EAP
	As each CP submits
	Secretariat

	Send 2025 nuclear and non-nuclear data to EAP
	15 November each year
	Secretariat

	EAP to review nuclear and non-nuclear data and provide checked data to Secretariat. 
	Before document deadline to RSC
	EAP

	Update OAP with latest 2025 discharge data following confirmation of data accuracy by EAP
	Before RSC document deadline
	Secretariat

	Carry out annual nuclear and non-nuclear assessments to include updated information where relevant on:
1. Executive Summary
2. NEAES 2030
3.  Programmes and measures
4.  Parameters monitored
5. Acronyms
6. Map and locations of facilities – including checking the location codes against the end notes
7. References
8. End notes
	Before document deadline to RSC
	EAP

	 Draft annual environmental concentration report to include updated information on 
1. Executive Summary
2. NEAES 2030
3. Programmes and measures
4. regional compartments
5. Radionuclides monitored
6. Environmental compartments monitored
7.  Monitoring data
8.  Assessment
9. References
10 . End notes
	Before document deadline to RSC
	

	Draft the assessments of the environmental concentration data and provide to Secretariat. Consider presentation of results (the graphs in the assessment).
	Before document deadline to RSC
	EAP

	Present the nuclear and non-nuclear assessments to RSC
	Annual RSC meetings
	EAP

	Present the environmental concentration assessment to RSC
	Annual RSC meetings
	EAP
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