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[bookmark: _Hlk158671281]Terms of Reference for an Intersessional Correspondence Group to consider the types and losses of radioactive substances (ICG-Loss) 2026-2027
Introduction
1. RSC 2023 agreed to establish an intersessional correspondence group ICG-Loss to contribute to task S3.O3.T1 of the NEAES Implementation Plan to fulfil NEAES 2030 operational objective S3.03:
S3.O3: By 2025 OSPAR will identify the different types of loss of radioactive substances that may contribute to pollution of the marine environment: By 2027 OSPAR will determine if any additional measures are required to prevent such pollution, to the extent that such pollution is not already the subject of effective measures agreed by other international organisations or prescribed by other international conventions.
2. [bookmark: _Hlk158671212]RSC 2024 agreed the comprehensive list of the type of unplanned event that could result in radioactive substances being introduced into the marine environment and to reconvene ICG-Loss to continue the work.
3. RSC 2025 considered the draft description of the types of loss and the measures to control them, prepared by the ICG during 2024. It was agreed that: 
a. a short paper would be prepared to demonstrate completion of the first milestone under Task S3.03.T1, to identify the different types of loss, by the 2025 milestone, 
b. the overall structure of the draft report presented to RSC 2025 provided a good basis on which to prepare a full report. 
4. The short progress report, mentioned in 3 a. was prepared and presented to the Commission in 2025.  RSC 2026 agreed that ICG-Loss should continue to finalise the report and agreed on its updated Terms of Reference.
Objectives
5. To finalize a report, based on the agreed structure and reflecting the information gathered, including identifying the potential extent and level of associated hazards and mechanisms that contribute to the prevention of losses and potential pollution, to identify further work and inform future consideration of whether OSPAR measures may be necessary to address any gaps.
6. To identify possible interactions with any other OSPAR committees and identify any issues and queries that may be or interest or relevance. 
7. To report back to RSC 2027. 
Scope of work 
8. To prepare a report on the potential losses identified and the current international mechanisms that aim to prevent such losses, in order to inform future consideration of whether any additional measures are required to prevent pollution in the OSPAR Maritime Area, before the milestone for completion of the strategic objective S3.03, in 2027.
Participants and mode of work
9. The ICG will be convened by Sweden (Karin Aquilonius), with participation from Belgium, France, Portugal, Norway, the Netherlands, Sweden, the United Kingdom, Switzerland, Germany, The International Atomic Energy Authority and World Nuclear Association; and in correspondence with ICG RSC-OIC and with support from the Secretariat.
10. The leads for the different categories of loss were identified in the table below.

	PART 1
	Karin Aquilonius (Sweden)/
Carol Robinson (Norway)

	PART 2
	Land-based
	Disposal facilities
	Karin Aquilonius (Sweden)

	
	
	Legacy sites
	Wim Van Den Driessche (Belgium)

	
	
	Accidents (non-nuclear)
	Carol Robinson (Norway)

	
	
	Accidents (nuclear)
	Carol Robinson (Norway)

	
	
	Security on sources
	Patrick Arends (Netherlands)

	
	
	Phosphogypsum stacks
	Wim  Van Den Driessche (Belgium)

	
	Offshore activities:
	Legacy (dumping & past accidents)
	Guilherme Cardoso (Portugal)

	
	
	Sources in use on vessels
	Adam Stackhouse (UK)

	
	
	Sources being transported (not in use)
	Patrick Arends (Netherlands) and 
Pål Andersson (Sweden)

	
	
	Accident involving Floating Nuclear Power Plants not used for propulsion
	Adam Stackhouse (UK)

	
	
	Accident involving nuclear power plant used for propulsion (civil and military)
	Adam Stackhouse (UK)

	
	
	Accident/losses associated with space launches/satellites
	Carol Robinson (Norway)

	
	
	Abandonment of sites
	Adam Stackhouse (UK)

	
	
	Abandonment of pipelines
	Carol Robinson (Norway)


Timetable
11. To be considered intersessionally. A meeting will be held in the middle of March 2026 and current draft to be reviewed by co-convenors, tables completed and a clean version to be circulated to ICG members by 16th April 2026, with comments due by 16th June 2026. Comments will be reviewed and if required, the ICG will meet in mid-August 2026. The final version will be completed by mid-October 2026.
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