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Terms of Reference for the Ad Hoc Working Group on Amendments to the OSPAR Convention (WG-AOC) 2025– 2028
Background 
1. OSPAR 2023 agreed to the establishment of WG-AOC to undertake a gap analysis of any limitations in OSPAR’s competence to adopt appropriate measures to implement the NEAES 2030 and compile other requirements to amend the OSPAR Convention, taking into account the potential impacts on existing provisions and the OSPAR acquis of measures. The group was also mandated to make recommendations to HOD on the potential need to amend the Convention or adopt additional annexes in the light of the gap analysis and, on the basis of guidance from HOD, develop draft text for potential amending or new provisions.
2. On the basis of a proposal by HOD, and agreed at the OSPAR Commission meeting in Vigo in June 2025, Ministers endorsed a process and timeline to develop and consider draft proposals to amend the OSPAR Convention to address new and emerging issues. The issues where amendments may be required are offshore renewables; clarification of the scope of the provisions on land-based sources of pollution; space launch vehicle debris; and carbon dioxide capture and storage and hydrogen production and storage, in relation to offshore oil and gas. 
3. The process and timeline for this work is set out in Annex 1 of these terms of reference. The work would be led by the WG-AOC working closely with the group of Jurists and Linguists (JL) with the aim of developing draft proposals to be considered by OSPAR.
Objectives
4. The objectives of the Ad Hoc Working Group are to:
a. [bookmark: _Hlk167781869]Further consider the preferred form of the potential amendments to the Convention, on the four topics agreed by OSPAR 2025, based inter alia on the work already undertaken by WG-AOC and the policy outcomes set out in OSPAR 25/07/01 Add.02 Rev.1; and
b. Collaborate with JL to develop draft text for potential amending or new provisions to be considered by OSPAR, in line with the timetable set out in Annex 1.
Scope of work
5. Under the previous terms of reference, the WG-AOC, with the support of a legal consultant, developed zero drafts of potential amendments for the four topics based on policy instructions agreed by the group. The zero drafts of the amendments also include a detailed rationale explaining their development and any remaining questions that needed to be addressed by WG-AOC and JL. The WG-AOC also considered alternative options to amend the Convention that could address the new and emerging issues. The work of WG-AOC under the previous terms of reference will form part of the basis for further work. 
Working procedures
6. The Ad Hoc Working Group should establish working procedures jointly with JL to deliver the process and timeline outlined in Annex 1 in the most efficient manner, with the support of experts from other OSPAR subsidiary bodies as appropriate.
7. The Ad Hoc Working Group will work through correspondence, on-line and in person meetings as appropriate.  It will report regularly to HOD, both at HOD meetings and in correspondence, if necessary.
Convenor and participation
8. The Ad Hoc Working Group will be convened by John Mouat (UK) and is open to representatives from all Contracting Parties, Committee Chairs and Observers. Participation from members of JL is encouraged. The Ad Hoc Working Group will be supported by the Secretariat.


[bookmark: _Hlk195637408]Annex 1 - Provisional timeline and work structure for future work
	Timing
	Reponsible OSPAR body
	Action

	Autumn 2025
	WG-AOC/JL
	Collaboration with JL on the four topics to develop and, if possible, finalise the proposed amendements as decided by Ministers.

	Autumn 2025
	HOD
	Update from WG-AOC to HOD and further steer as appropriate

	Spring 2026
	OSPAR Committees
	Review of proposed amendments to ensure they address the agreed policy outcomes, provide comments to JL and agreement to forward them to HOD.

	Spring 2026
	Jurists Linguists
	Scrutiny of any  proposed amendements and further development of amendments 

	May 2026
	HOD
	Review of proposed amendments and approval or request for further work at technical/legal level if needed.

	June 2026
	OSPAR Commission
	Agreement on proposed amendements if no further work is needed, ortherwise agreement on the next steps to finalise the proposed amendments.
Checkpoint: review the timeline and consider if another meeting cycle is required to develop and consider the amendments

	Autumn 2026
	WG-AOC/JL
	Collaboration with JL on the four topics to develop and, if possible, finalise the proposed amendements as decided by Ministers.

	Autumn 2026
	HOD
	Update from WG-AOC to HOD and further steer as appropriate

	Spring 2027
	OSPAR Committees
	Review of proposed amendments to ensure they address the agreed policy outcomes, provide comments to JL and agreement to forward them to HOD.

	Spring 2027
	Jurists Linguists
	Scrutiny of the proposed amendements.

	May 2027
	HOD
	Review of proposed amendments and approval or request for further work at technical/legal level if needed.

	June 2027
	OSPAR Commission
	Agreement on proposed amendements if no further work is needed, ortherwise agreement on the next steps to finalise the proposed amendments.
Checkpoint: review the timeline and consider if another meeting cycle is required to further develop and consider the amendments

	Summer and Autumn 2027
	WG-AOC/JL
	If needed, additional meetings of WG-AOC/JL to refine the proposed amendements given OSPAR’s steer.

	Autumn 2027
	HOD
	Agreement in principle, and subject to the results of the consultations, to adopt the proposed amendements, in line with Article 15 of the Convention amendments need to be submitted 6 months before their adoption.

	Winter 2027-Spring 2028
	Contracting Parties
	National and EU consultations

	April 2028
	Jurists Linguits
	Final scrutiny of proposed amendments, with potential changes from the consultations.

	May 2028
	HOD
	Agreement to forward the proposed amendements for adoption to the Commission.

	June 2028
	OSPAR Commission
	Adoption of the amendments
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