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Terms of Reference for the Intersessional Correspondence Group on cooperation between Radioactive Substances Committee (RSC) and the Offshore Industry Committee (OIC) (ICG-RSC/OIC) 
Background and purpose
1. RSC 2020 discussed how to maintain the good cooperation between OIC and RSC, and further ease the dialogue between the two committees. A proposal was sent to OIC 2020, where it was positively received. The work of the two committees relate to the prevention of pollution resulting from discharges from the offshore oil and gas industry and the committees work influence the national regulation of the offshore oil and gas industry. It would therefore be beneficial to create a systematic route for dialogue between the two committees. To take this work forward RSC and OIC propose to establish an ICG-RSC/OIC under the Terms of Reference below. 
2. RSC 2023 agreed to include additional areas of common interest contributing to several tasks under the NEAES 2030 operational objectives S3O1 on discharges of radioactive substances and S3O2 on environmental concentrations of radioactive substances.
3. The ICG met twice in 2023 and agreed that it was a useful forum to ensure the timely exchange of information between the two committees and that it should continue.
4. RSC 2024 agreed:
a. That the oil and gas industry utilised BAT to reduce discharges of radioactive substances in produced water, based on the assessment of the information provided by the questionnaires carried out in 2019 and 2023;
b. To compile available monitoring datasets on environmental concentrations around offshore installations; 
c. To further investigate the impact of leaving in-situ NORM contaminated oil and gas infrastructure such as pipelines; and
d. To reconvene the ICG-RSC/OIC.
5. The ICG did not meet in 2024. However, RSC 2025 agreed that it continued to provide a useful forum to ensure the timely exchange of information between the two committees and that the ICG should be reconvened.

Scope of work 
6. The ICG will provide a forum for dialogue between OIC and RSC in areas where the two committees have interests, such as discharges from the offshore oil and gas industry containing radioactive substances. The areas for common interest include, among others:
a. discharge of produced water, produced sand etc.; 
b. results on the assessment of discharge data and on the monitoring / modelling of discharges of radioactive substances; 
c. results from the monitoring (and  modelling, where appropriate) of the environmental concentrations of radioactive substances around offshore installations, including the proposal to compile available monitoring datasets on environmental concentrations around offshore installations;
d. specification of common indicator(s) for discharges and environmental concentrations from the non-nuclear sector;
e. emerging data and research on the build-up of NORM activity in sediments in the vicinity of offshore platforms and the potential environmental impacts arising from presence of NORM and other hazardous materials in pipe scales and identification of further research needs (Science Agenda);
f. possible implications of impact assessments for management decisions (e.g. leaving infrastructure in-situ) and related to the interpretation of the Convention on “leaving wholly or partly in place of disused offshore pipelines”.
.
Objective
7. With regard to the scope of work, the ICG shall carry forward work on these issues and constitute a platform for the two committees to cooperate in relevant areas. The ICG will report to subsequent RSC and OIC meetings. 
Participants
8. In accordance with OSPAR Rules of Procedure, the ICG will be opened to all Contracting Parties and Observers in both committees. The ICG will be convened by Carol Robinson (Norway). RSC experts from the UK and OIC experts from DK, NL, NO and UK have agreed to participate.
Working procedure 
9. The ICG will work via correspondence and meet as needed.
Timetable
10. To be agreed at first meeting of ICG-RSC/OIC. The ICG is intended to be open for the forthcoming years, with active work whenever deemed necessary by the ICG, OIC or RSC.
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