Draft Terms of Reference for the OIC Expert Assessment Panel for 2025-2026
Background

1. The work of the Offshore Industry Committee Expert Assessment Panel (EAP) is focused around the examination of data reported by OSPAR Contracting Parties on the Offshore Installations Inventory and Discharges, Spills and Emissions from Offshore Oil and Gas Installations, and their associated assessments.
Organization of work

2.
The group will be convened by Mr Henrik Bechmann Nielsen (Denmark) with the participation of Ms Marie Bernhoff Bay (Denmark), Dr. Robert Dörband (Germany), Ms Margot Cronin (Ireland), Ms Judith van Gorp (The Netherlands), Ms Mathilde Juel Lind (Norway) and Mr David MacDonald (United Kingdom) and support from the OSPAR Secretariat.

3.
The work of the EAP should be guided by OSPAR Agreement 2019-01
, Appendix 2 (Guidance for the Collection and Assessment of Data and Information) setting out the role of EAPs, and the Quality Assurance Handbook, 2009, update 2011
, §3.4 on, for QA procedures relating to areas of interest to OIC. 

Scope of work

4.
The EAP will aim to carry out the following tasks in the intersessional period 2025-2026:

a.
to check and agree the 2024 data (part A of the report) including plastics, microplastics and nanomaterials reporting;

b.
to check and agree the multi annual data (part B), including plastics, microplastics and nanomaterials results; 

c
to draft and review the OSPAR Assessment Report on discharges, spills and emissions from Offshore Installations covering 2020 – 2024;
d.
to continue to extend cooperation between the RSC and OIC EAP Convenors and Task Managers;
e.
to further consider precision of published latitude and longitude of offshore installations; and

to explore options for registration of black carbon emissions from offshore installations.; and
f.
to propose a way of reporting heavy metals in produced water.
4.
The EAP will correspond and / or meet as considered necessary and report its conclusions to OIC 2026.

� �HYPERLINK "https://www.ospar.org/documents?v=40950"�https://www.ospar.org/documents?v=40950� 


� �HYPERLINK "https://www.ospar.org/documents?v=7274"�https://www.ospar.org/documents?v=7274� 
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