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Terms of Reference for ICG-Data, 2026-2030
Background and purpose
1. OSPAR 2017 approved the reformation of an ODIMS Task Group, which is operationalised as ICG-Data. ICG-Data is needed to respond to cross-cutting issues relating to data. ICG-Data will help deliver the OSPAR Data and Information Management Strategy to 2030 (ODS2030 - Agreement 2025-03), where ICG-Data are directly referenced, and provide strategic and technical support to the delivery of the Intermediate Assessment 2029 (IA2029). 
Participants
2. ICG-Data has no dedicated convenor and is open to all OSPAR Contracting Parties and Observers, noting the need to include technical expertise on data from across OSPAR’s thematic work areas.
Scope of Work
3. To progress the development and implementation of the OSPAR Data and Information Management Strategy, ICG-Data should: 
a. support delivery of the ODS2030 via, Action 1, Task 1d, ‘Understand and Respond to Data and Information Management needs’;
b. advise on issues from Committees and groups regarding data and information management needs with a view to developing a coherent approach within OSPAR on topics relating to data management;
c. monitor and review the implementation of the OSPAR Data and Information Management Strategy;
d. consideration of relevant, external data developments for OSPAR;
e. support on technical issues relating to the Marine Strategy Framework Directive, including the Working Group on Data Information and Knowledge Exchange (WG-DIKE) and Technical Group Data (TG-DATA);
f. support on technical coordination and harmonisation regarding shared geographic issues.
Working procedures
4. The work of ICG-Data will be carried out in cooperation with CoG and all other appropriate OSPAR Committees.
5. ICG-Data will work by correspondence, utilising the SharePoint discussion board.
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