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• Approach with area managers

• Producer approach 

• Approach for specific activities 
(companies and public 
services)

Plastic-free rivers 
program along three 
lines:



• EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD): reducing the input 
of pollutants and waste/litter.

• OSPAR regional action plan (article A3.1), lead & support F, B & NL: 
Monitor, prevent and reduce riverine inputs of macro litter to the 
marine environment and share knowledge on micro litter monitoring

• Water Framework Directive (WFD): no specific provisions on plastic 
pollution, but relevant bodies are paying attention to the issue in 
this regard.
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National approach, international anchors
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source approach
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What’s a source?



Hotspots help to define sources

Recreational Waste hotspot
(2017-2020)

Sanitary Waste hotstpot
(2020) 

Sport Fishing Waste hotspot
(2017-2020)

Data obtained from citizen science projects by IVN (program clean rivers): 

https://www.schonerivieren.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Afval-hotspots-in-de-Nederlandse-rivierdelta-Schone-Rivieren-2021.pdf


1. Knowledge tools for interventions

• Technical facilities

• Influencing behavior

2. Collaboration on area management approach

• 4 regions inflow and outflow areas

• Plus: Local Customized Advice

3. Agreements with companies

• O.a. construction, river cruises, nurdles

4. Public service collaboration

• O.a. sewer overflows, recreational boating drop-
off points

Activities and reach
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1. knowledge tools



2. Area management approach
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3a. Nurdles

Hotspots analyses

Checklists certification, oversight and enforcement
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3b. Rivercruises on board

Interventions (behavior)
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4a. Waste water discharge

Interventions (physical)
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4b. Sewer overflow



Sharing is caring

Online

• Plastikfreie Flüsse: Überwachung und 
Quellenansatz

• Des rivières sans plastique : surveillance et 
traitement à la source

• Programma plasticvrije rivieren - Afval 
Circulair

• E-mail: zwerfafval@rws.nl

https://www.afvalcirculair.nl/zwerfafval-microplastics/bronaanpak/plastikfreie-flusse-uberwachung-und-quellenansatz/
https://www.afvalcirculair.nl/zwerfafval-microplastics/bronaanpak/plastikfreie-flusse-uberwachung-und-quellenansatz/
https://www.afvalcirculair.nl/zwerfafval-microplastics/bronaanpak/des-rivieres-sans-plastique-surveillance-et/
https://www.afvalcirculair.nl/zwerfafval-microplastics/bronaanpak/des-rivieres-sans-plastique-surveillance-et/
https://www.afvalcirculair.nl/zwerfafval-microplastics/bronaanpak/
https://www.afvalcirculair.nl/zwerfafval-microplastics/bronaanpak/
mailto:zwerfafval@rws.nl


Questions:

• What are your local challenges?

• What are solutions for your situation and how to approach them?

• How can we collaborate?

In groups (app. 5): 

1. inventarize sources within your area – 10’;

2. What/who would you need to solve these sources (first in person, reflect 
within your group and present plenair) – 15’;

3. How could OSPAR help in this, what should it enable – 10’.
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Your turn ;-)
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