
OSPAR Maritime Area and Regions:  

Region I: Arctic Waters 

Region II: Greater North Sea 

Region III: Celtic Seas

Region IV: Bay of Biscay / Iberian Coast

Region V: Wider Atlantic

OSPAR Contracting Parties 
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Obligations under the OSPAR Convention
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Articles 3 and 5 and Annexes I and III require 
Contracting Parties to take, individually and 
jointly, all possible steps to prevent and 
eliminate pollution from land-based and 
from offshore sources in accordance with 
the provisions of the Convention;

Annex V on the protection and conservation 
of the ecosystems and biological diversity of 
the maritime area makes it a duty of the 
OSPAR Commission to draw up programmes 
and measures for the control of the human 
activities identified by the application of the 
criteria in Appendix 3;
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OSPAR and questions related to fisheries management
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Penultimate recital of the OSPAR Convention: RECOGNISING that 
questions relating to the management of fisheries are appropriately 
regulated under international and regional agreements dealing specifically 
with such questions;

Annex V, Article 4.1: In accordance with the penultimate recital of the 
Convention, no programme or measure concerning a question relating to 
the management of fisheries shall be adopted under this Annex. However 
where the Commission considers that action is desirable in relation to such 
a question, it shall draw that question to the attention of the authority or 
international body competent for that question. 

Where action within the competence of the Commission is desirable to 
complement or support action by those authorities or bodies, the 
Commission shall endeavour to cooperate with them.
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NEAES 2030
Strategic Objective 4  

Prevent inputs of and significantly 
reduce marine litter, including 
microplastics, in the marine 
environment to reach levels that 
do not cause adverse impacts to 
the marine and coastal 
environment with the ultimate 
aim of eliminating inputs of litter.

8 Operational Objectives
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OSPAR’s Second Regional Action Plan to Reduce Marine Litter
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