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OSPAR COMMISSION
for the protection and conservation of the marine environment of the North-East Atlantic

CALL FOR TENDER
“Intermediate Assessment 2029: Update of OSPAR feeder reports on selected human activities – technical assistance”

1. Name, addresses and contact point(s):

Official name:  OSPAR Commission
Postal address: Aspect House, 12 Finsbury Square, London EC2A 1AS
Contact point(s): 


Maude Jolly, Deputy Secretary, OSPAR

Telephone: +44 (0)20 3848 9685
E-mail: Secretariat@ospar.org
Internet address(es):  www.ospar.org
2. Title attributed to the contract
Intermediate Assessment 2029: Update of OSPAR feeder reports on selected human activities – technical assistance
3.  Description of the contract

Overview

Intermediate Assessment 2029
The OSPAR Commission is an international intergovernmental organisation established to protect the marine environment of the North-East Atlantic. It consists of representatives of the Contracting Parties: that is, Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the European Union.  The Commission is administered by a Secretariat based in London.  The working languages are English and French.  Most work is managed through Committees (and their supporting groups).
One of the key functions of OSPAR is to undertake and publish at regular intervals joint assessments of the quality status of the marine environment and of its development, including an assessment of the effectiveness of measures.  The next assessment will be the Intermediate Assessment to be published in 2029 (IA 2029).  

The objective of the IA 2029 is to assess the environmental status of the North-East Atlantic and identify priority elements for action to achieve OSPAR’s vision of a clean, healthy and biologically diverse North-East Atlantic Ocean, which is productive, used sustainably and resilient to climate change and ocean acidification. While this IA 2029 is a ‘lighter’ version of a full Quality Status Report (a QSR may include more Indicator Assessments, Integrated Assessments, an overarching Synthesis Report, as well as increased communication and dissemination activities), it remains a substantial collective endeavour between scientists, experts and policy makers from across OSPAR’s 16 Contracting Parties. In addition, the IA 2029 will be used by OSPAR Contracting Parties to support other priority activities including, for Contracting Parties that are also EU Member States, in support of their reporting obligations under the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD).
The IA 2029 will be made up of a hierarchy of components, bringing together a large amount of information. The structure of an Intermediate Assessment responds to the different types of assessment products detailed in the OSPAR Joint Assessment and Monitoring Programme (JAMP), with a foundation of data sets and products, including:

a. Indicator Assessments
b. Integrated Indicator Assessments

c. Pilot Assessments

d. Non-Indicator Assessments

Non-Indicator assessments
A Non-Indicator Assessment is defined as an assessment that has been identified as useful in supporting the delivery of an Intermediate Assessment by providing additional information. Non-Indicator Assessments can be used as supporting evidence to improve the knowledge base in OSPAR Regions with lower coverage of monitoring or can be used as stand-alone deliverables to enhance an Intermediate Assessment by providing additional information that would not otherwise be captured. 

Non-Indicator Assessments do not follow a prescribed template and can be of varying length and detail as is required to meet the aims of the assessment; however each assessment should still contain the components listed in Table 1.

These assessments differ from references to external sources because they are specifically produced as a component of an Intermediate Assessment and as such, they are considered an OSPAR publication and endorsed by OSPAR and signed off at its annual Commission meeting. Non-Indicator Assessments should be appropriately cited using the format prescribed in Annex 8. Citation Guidance of the OSPAR Guidance on the Production of an OSPAR Intermediate Assessment to be adopted in June 2025.
Feeder reports are considered to be Non-Indicator Assessments.
The template for delivery of a Non-Indicator Assessment are made available through the Resources page of the OSPAR website. Table 1 gives an overview of the sections that form a Non-Indicator Assessment, and their expected content:

Table 1: Non-Indicator Assessment Structure Overview

	Title
	Full title of the report or assessment.

	Contents
	Contents page for the report

	Executive Summary
	500-word (maximum) summary of the report

	Introduction
	The introduction should include a description of the OSPAR measures relevant to the reported data, background on monitoring and should outline the scope and objective of the Assessment.

	Main Body of Text/Assessment
	An assessment of the data should be given. This should contain details on the data submission status for each Contracting Party, the geographical coverage, monitoring programme, results and trends.

	Conclusions
	Conclusions on the overall status and whether reporting should continue on the basis of the information compiled in the Main Body of Text/Assessment section.

	References
	All references should use the HARVARD system. 

Many free referencing tools are available online. A guide to Harvard referencing can be found here. https://www.citethisforme.com/harvard-referencing
Author, X.Y., Date YYYY, Title. Organisation or Journal, Location, Number of pages (e.g., 123 pp) or pages (12-15)

Title. Organisation, Location, date YYYY. Publication Ref. Number of Pages

	Contributors
	List the lead author(s), in the order they should appear in the citation if there is more than one lead author. 

List of supporting authors in alphabetical order, determined by the lead authors. 

List the expert group name, relevant ICG and relevant committee.

	Citation
	Lead-Author, A., Lead-Author, B., Support-Author, A., Support-Author, B., Support-Author, C., Support-Author, D, 202x. [Title of assessment]. In: OSPAR, 2028: The 2028 Intermediate Assessment for the North-East Atlantic. OSPAR Commission, London.

Note: Lead authors go first (in the order they decide if more than one), the list of supporting authors is determined by the lead authors and these go in alphabetical order.

	Data Results


	The final results file(s) generated by the assessment e.g., shapefile, MS Excel spreadsheet. This enables the Secretariat to recreate tables, graphs or figures to ensure consistency across the entire Intermediate Assessment.


Aim and objectives

For the IA 2029, OSPAR has agreed to produce feeder reports on the following four human activities:
· Offshore renewable energy (update of the feeder report 2021)
· Aquaculture (update of the feeder report 2021)
· Production and consumption of plastics (update of the feeder report 2021)
· Marine geo-engineering

The first three of these Non-Indicator Assessment products will be updated versions of the corresponding feeder reports published under the Quality Status Report 2023 and other available material. The OSPAR Secretariat will be able to provide the previous feeder reports on Offshore renewable energy, Aquaculture, Production and consumption of plastics. The feeder report on marine geoengineering will be a new report. The Secretariat will be able to provide relevant resources to support this report.
OSPAR Committees are responsible for the production of Non-Indicator Assessments covering their respective areas of responsibility. The Committee on Environmental Impacts of Human Activities (EIHA) is responsible for producing these feeder reports. It will co-operate with the OSPAR Aquaculture task group to update the feeder report on aquaculture, and consult OSPAR’s Intersessional Correspondence Groups on marine litter (ICG-ML) and on Offshore Renewable Energy Developments (ICG-ORED) to update the feeder reports on production and consumption of plastics and offshore renewable energy respectively.
The feeder reports will need to be adopted by the EIHA Committee at its meeting in Spring 2026. The EIHA Committee has identified a need for technical and capacity support for the production of these feeder reports beyond what can be provided by the OSPAR Secretariat and national experts.
The aim of this project is to provide a technical assistance service to the EIHA Committee to produce four feeder reports for the IA 2029 on offshore renewable energy, aquaculture, production and consumption of plastics and marine geo-engineering.

Timeline
The period of the project is envisaged to cover the period July 2025 to end of June 2026.
The provisional timeline for this project is the following:
· July 2025 – August 2025: production of first drafts of the four feeder reports by the contractor

· 1-15 September: review of the preliminary drafts by the steering committee

· 15 September - 30 September: circulation of the first drafts to ICG-ML, ICG-ORED and the Aquaculture task group for written comments
· 10 October 2025: submission of the revised first drafts to the autumn meeting of the EIHA Committee, taking on board comments received by ICG-ML, ICG-ORED and the Aquaculture task group
· 31 October 2025: consideration of the first drafts by the EIHA Committee

· November 2025 – December 2025: revision of the draft feeder reports in light of comments received from Contracting Parties and Observers at the autumn meeting of EIHA

· January 2026 – March 2026 consultation with ICG-ML, ICG-ORED and the Aquaculture Task Group on the second drafts of the feeder reports
· 20 March 2026: submission of the final version of the four feeder reports to the spring meeting of the EIHA Committee, based on comments received during the second round of consultation with ICG-ML, ICG-ORED and the Aquaculture Task Group
· April 2026 – June 2026: finalisation of the products according to comments received by the EIHA Committee and other OSPAR’s groups
4. Tasks and products
This tender requires the contractor to demonstrate in the response how they will fulfill the following tasks: 
	Drafting
	Draft the four feeder reports based on versions produced for the QSR 2023 and other available material

	Editing
	Editorial support to ensure that contributions and comments from Contracting Parties, key advisors and contributors (ICG-QSR, Aquaculture task group, etc) fit into a coherent narrative

	Integration 
	Tackle cross-cutting issues, e.g. how to integrate information from different sources/authors; where to place information; facilitate the development of conclusions, 

	Consultation and revision
	Integrate comments from internal consultation processes and produce revised drafts

	Final editing
	Proof read and propose final edits


5. Duration of the contract and timing of deliverables

Start date:  01/07/2025
End date:   30/06/2026
6. Type of tender: 

Restricted
7. Estimated level of provision of technical assistance
The agreed level of support is anticipated to be up to 25 days over the contract period. The consultant will be expected to maintain time sheets providing evidence of the support provided.
The assistance should be provided primarily by one individual in order to maximise synergies.  However, tenders to provide technical support to one assessment only will be considered.

It is envisaged that the work will be conducted on-line. If travel is necessary for the purposes of the delivery of the technical assistance it shall be agreed with the steering committee and Secretariat.  Reasonable travel costs and subsistence shall be reimbursed by the Secretariat and should not be included in the tender.
8. Selection criteria and weighting
	Criteria
	Weighting (%)

	Understanding of, and relevance to OSPAR's requirements
	25

	Clarity and content of proposed assistance services
	25

	Contractor's expertise, experience 
	25

	Value for money
	25


9. Management, delivery and completion of the work
The OSPAR Secretariat will act as project manager. A steering committee to oversee the project will be composed of the OSPAR Secretariat, the Chair and Vice-Chairs of the EIHA Committee as well as volunteering experts.
All deliverables must be submitted to the OSPAR Secretariat. The consultant will be expected to provide a full financial report summarising the assistance provided in relation to the above tasks and providing evidence of effectiveness.
10. Information required in the response by Tender

The response to this call should incorporate the following elements: 

1. Demonstration of understanding of the issue and requirements;

2. Description of how technical assistance would be provided;
3. Examples of relevant previous experience;
4. Skills and expertise;

5. Project budget breakdown; 

6. Name, address, full details of a primary contact. 
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